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Responding to a pandemic

Radio spreads Christ’s message & love

Faithful Witness in Forgotten 
Communities initiative

It is never too late to learn

A “Macedonian Call” from Europe: 
Embracing new opportunities

Devotional: “Every Monday, I go to prison”



Molly and I were 
blessed to witness 
four baptisms in our 
mission home pool 
during this pandemic.  
We glorify God for 
allowing us to witness 
people moving from 
spiritual darkness to 
the eternal light of 
Jesus Christ.

We also had the joy of getting involved in 
visiting, sharing the Gospel and essential food 
distribution in Westlake, an impoverished 
community of Cape Town. We created a pandemic 
response team to conduct a distribution of food 
and sanitary items to over 15 locations nationwide 
through our workers. We are delighted that this 
response has helped dozens of widows, orphans 
and handicapped people in just one province. We 
are blessed to be part of helping a school for the 
disabled in another province, five different mining 
communities in Northwest Province, and believers 
who came out of other religious backgrounds in 
KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape and Western  Cape. 
We have also seen the hand of God moving many 
hearts in South Africa and beyond to get involved 
in this response by donating their resources to us. 
I personally love to express my gratitude for your 
partnership in the Gospel.

Reaching out to the forgotten communities to 
make the love of Christ known is our passion. I 
reaffirm our pledge to hold on to SIM’s core values 
of Committed to Biblical Truth, Dependent on 
God, a People of Prayer, Mission Focused, Church 
Centred, Concerned about Human Needs, a 
Christ-like Community, a Learning and Growing 
Community, Strengthened through Diversity, and 
Responsive to Our Times.

Please enjoy reading our articles and pray to 
God to lead you if you desire to get involved in SIM 
South Africa and beyond.

Serving together,

Rev Dr Pookkattu Paul,
SIM Southern Africa Interim Director
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Contents From the Director
Dear SIM Friends,

Thank you for opening the pages of the SIMnow 
magazine. It is an honour to partner with you in 
God’s mission in South Africa and beyond.

While we are unsure when things will return to 
normal due to the COVID-19 pandemic, God gives 
us opportunities to continue Serving In Mission. 
William Cary (missionary to India) wrote, “There 
are grave difficulties on every hand, and more are 
looming ahead. Therefore, we must go forward”.  

Our hard-working and committed service has 
continued for over 130 years in South Africa. SIM 
has been confronted with various challenges, such 
as cholera, smallpox, tsunamis, world wars, Ebola, 
cyclones and hurricanes, and now the present 
COVID-19 pandemic, which has brought the world 
to a standstill. Yet, we are encouraged to see the 
Gospel go forward, winning souls and seeing 
believers becoming mature followers of Christ the 
Lord. With all disruptions come opportunities to 
serve and share God’s love, and SIM has had this 
privilege for many generations.

Even from my own years of service, I cherish 
vivid memories of three generations of missionary 
communications: ministry through radio or audio, 
sometimes with photographs; ministry through 
videos; and digital media delivering audio, photos, 
video, and written stories in captivating ways. All 
of these media are still being used by God for His 
Kingdom, and we praise Him for providing His 
workers with such powerful tools

When you open the pages of SIMnow, we hope 
to encourage you with stories of our missionar-
ies serving all around the globe. Opportunities 
abound from radio ministry to leadership devel-
opment to outreach amongst different ethnic 
groups and even prisoners. The task of mission 
will remain incomplete until Christ’s promised 
return. Our challenges will be different, and our 
mode of operating may have to adjust.

We are humbled to take each opportunity to 
glorify the name of our Lord. As we move forward, 
we completely put our trust in the Lord, who is our 
rock, refuge and strength. “I love you O LORD, 
my strength. The Lord is my rock, my fortress 
and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I 
take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold” (Psalm 18:1-2).

Photo by Brian Heffron
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It is our conviction that no one should live 
and die without hearing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. Unfortunately, though, that is still the 
reality for many.

According to the Center for the Study of 
Global Christianity, 86 percent of people around 
the world who consider themselves religious 
(Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu) don’t personally 
know a Christian. However, less than 5 percent 
of worldwide resources designated for missionary 
work are currently being used in communities 
where people live and die without ever having one 
Christian friend.

To address this disparity, SIM International 
has developed a new initiative called “Faithful 
Witness in Forgotten Communities,” designed to 
help take the gospel to communities where there 
is no or very little Christian witness. The core 
purpose is to increase resources (people, prayer 
and funding) for work in these communities. 

“In missions work today, a huge fraction of the 
resources winds up going towards places where 
there’s already a church, because there’s important 
work being done, and I think it’s good; I don’t want 
to decrease the amount of resources that are going 
to those places. Through this initiative, I hope that 

we can increase the resources that are being used 
in the pioneering aspects of starting new work in 
places where there is no gospel witness,” said Dr. 
Randy Fairman, SIM USA Director.

This initiative is new, but the work we are doing 
is not. The vision of each of these teams is rooted 
in the pioneering spirit of the SIM founders who 
started working in similar places over 127 years 
ago. The initiative has several key distinctive 
features related to focus, structure, and funding.

It focuses strategically on reaching communi-
ties where there is no church, few or no Christians, 
and no active Christian witness.

Structurally, whereas most SIM missionaries 
raise funds and enter the field individually, the 
Faithful Witness initiative will support teams of 
10-12 people through a launch phase of 3-5 years. 
This changes several aspects of preparing for 
and adjusting to the field and becoming effective 
among the community they’re trying to reach.

These teams will be multi-cultural, multi-
ethnic and multi-skilled. We want at least two 
workers on each team to come from the country 
in which they are serving. We want no more than 
two “units” from any one country.

The initiative also uses a distinctive funding 

Faithful Witness initiative: reaching into new communities
By Michelle Palacio Krewson, SIM International Faithful Witness Ministry Lead

education, and English language learning 
ministries.

• Nigeria. Today there is an open door 
for ministry amongst a historically least-
reached nomadic community.

• North Africa. University ministry will 
be a key focus for this multicultural and 
multiskilled team. 

• South Asia.  Business-based ministries 
are an ever-growing opportunity and a 
meaningful way to gain trust and build 
relationships. This team will initially focus 
on business opportunities.

Stories about our current work can be found at 
sim.org/faithfulwitness. 

 
Please pray:

 ✝ For more harvest workers to join these teams.
 ✝ For us to stay in step with the Holy Spirit as 

we seek to establish new ministries.
 ✝ For a movement of the Holy Spirit amongst 

these communities where Christ is least 
known.

“Eternity is too important. 
It’s not right that resources 

alone should stand in the 
way of people hearing the 

good news of Jesus Christ, so 
SIM’s response to that is to 
say, ‘We want to walk with 
those whom God is calling.’” 

— Dr. Joshua Bogunjoko, 
SIM International Director

model that allows workers to be supported 
through matched funding: any worker on a 
Faithful Witness team can receive matched 
funding for up to five years, with each case treated 
individually but with no worker receiving more 
than two-thirds of their budget. After five years—
and sooner if possible—the worker is expected to 
be fully supported by churches and believers or 
to have developed alternative support methods.

This helps address a common problem for 
support-raising missionaries: being unable to 
go due to insufficient support but unable to raise 
support because they have not yet gone. Matching 
their funds helps them get to the field sooner, and 
coming back within five years for a home assign-
ment helps them share testimonies of how God is 
working through their ministries—encouraging 
more churches and believers to begin supporting 
their work. 

“For me as a team leader, it’s been so helpful 
in that I don’t have to wait for three, four, or five 
years for people to trickle onto the team,” said 
Chris Stark, leader of SIM’s Faithful Witness team 
to Thailand.

“We’re going to be able to combine our 
strengths and serve more effectively… The way 
we serve together, the way we love each other, 
the way we extend grace and forgiveness to one 
another, really is the most effective evangelistic 
tool we can have when we are bringing the gospel 
into a new place.”

Six locations have been selected for Faithful 
Witness teams, and there are currently over 30 
workers who have either joined these teams or 
who are preparing to go.

• Chad. A small team will be sent to Eastern 
Chad, in partnership with other organiza-
tions, focusing on the Maba who have no 
church in their own tongue.

• Mali. The Hassaniya (Moor) people are 
open to receiving workers who will live 
among them and learn language and 
culture. 

• Ayutthaya, Thailand. The city is 
40 miles north of Bangkok. The team 
will focus on sports, community health 

Submitted photo
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SIM leadership development
By Dave Bremner, SIM South Africa Missionary

Good leadership that pleases the Lord is a de-
light to everyone who feels its warmth, safety, and 
inspiration.

Unfortunately, few of us who are in positions 
of leadership have been adequately equipped to 
lead. Our training and calling keeps our focus 
on our specific ministry, and we imprudently 
assume that leadership can be mastered by 
natural tendencies or intuition. After I accepted 
a leadership role, it took me a long time to realize 
how significant the ministry of leadership is and 
how critical it is that we lead with excellence. 
Not an excellence derived from the world, but 
excellence moulded by God’s purposes. 

Therefore, SIM International Director Joshua 
Bogunjoko has requested that we model the SIM 
approach to leadership on the images that God 
uses to describe leaders in the Kingdom of God. 
This aligned with studies that had led me to the 
exact same conclusions a few years earlier: godly 
leaders are described as loving shepherds, hum-
ble servants and faithful stewards. Additionally, 
wise leaders share their leadership ministry with 
those around them who have been gifted by God 
in greater ways than they themselves.

The SIM ministry of leadership development 
is based on a two-year mentoring relationship 

between experienced SIM leaders and other 
leaders who are eager to grow in their leadership 
capacity. These relationships are established at 
high-impact events where a small cohort of leaders 
and mentors get to know each other well enough 
for effective long-distance mentoring. We dig into 
what it is to be shepherds, servants and stewards 
in God’s Kingdom. We examine the wisdom of 
being able to share our leadership. Using some 
simple tools, we design an individualized plan 
of growth for the coming year that focuses on 
the leadership skills and character that are most 
pertinent to each participant.

At a second event a year later, we learn from 
one another’s growth experiences and are chal-
lenged by solid leadership teaching. This event is 
a time to revitalize the mentoring relationships 
and plan out the second year of mentoring and 
growth.

SIM’s Global Leader Development ministry is 
aimed at those in SIM who are involved in lead-
ership at national level and above. To date, a total 
of 200 different people in SIM have participated 
in nine different cohorts (which we like to call 
“Flights”). Preparation is underway for the next 
three Flights, which will launch as soon as the 
current Coronavirus pandemic abates.

A second ministry has been designed to equip 
people who are earlier in their experience of lead-
ership. This ministry will be run on a regional basis 
and be structured in clusters of learning groups. 
Each learning group will consist of one mentor 
and five learners. A high-impact event will launch 
each cohort of learning groups, and for one year, 
the group will discuss pertinent leadership chal-
lenges together in light of their own experiences 
of leading. We hope to include about 250 leaders 
in this ministry, both SIM workers and workers 
from related ministries.

We are convinced that through our grow-
ing understanding and practice of godly lead-
ership, the ministries of SIM will become more 
dependent on the Lord, more fruitful, and more 
God-honouring. Our teams will function with 
greater focus and synergy, and more people will 
be discipled into a closer relationship with Jesus.

Submitted photo

Photo & illustration by Brian Heffron

We at SIM are a people of prayer, seeking God’s 
guidance, peace, and providence in all we do. 

Joining us in prayer is a powerful way to participate 
in the Great Commission; we thank God for all who 
do so.

Sign up for our monthly prayer letter, “Pray Today,” 
and consider joining or forming a local prayer 
group.

Email sim.sa@sim.org to receive “Pray Today.” 
Thank you for your prayers. 

Pray

Prayer Requests

Please join us in these current prayers:
 ✝ Pray that the Lord will bring healing to all 

who are suffering from the pandemic or its 
many effects.

 ✝ Pray for all the medical and other personnel 
working tirelessly to fight COVID-19 and 
for the scientists and researchers working 
to develop a vaccine.

 ✝ Pray for all global, national and local 
leaders to have wisdom and compassion 
in responding to the pandemic and to 
the hardships and suffering of the most 
vulnerable communities.

 ✝ Pray for the body of Christ to reach out in 
love to those around them and for minis-
tries to find the most helpful ways to con-
tinue serving.

 ✝ Praise the Lord for the opportunity to serve 
in provinces through our newly appointed 
ambassadors where we had no SIM South 
Africa presence in the past.

 ✝ Praise the Lord that we could demonstrate 
our core value of “Responsive to our Times” 
by implementing a nationwide SIM South 
Africa COVID-19 response.

 ✝ Pray that the Lord provides the financial 
means for our missionaries who are rais-
ing support to fulfil their call to missions.

 ✝ Pray that we learn and adopt creative ways 
to demonstrate our commitment and cour-
age in post-COVID missions.

 ✝ Pray for our ministry development among 
abused women with agriculture and possi-
ble poultry development.

 ✝ Pray that the Lord gives us strength to get 
through the COVID-19 pandemic and de-
clare His glory among the nations.

 ✝ Pray that SIM will stand as a beacon of God 
for South Africa and beyond. 

 ✝ Pray that more believers will hear God’s call 
to His work of spreading the gospel as 
workers, ambassadors or supporters.
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Serving as the Lord’s hands and feet in a worldwide lockdown
Cover Story

The COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown 
greatly impacted the communities where 
SIM South Africa missionaries and staff 
work and live.

Although we, too, have been restricted 
under the lockdown, the work of Christ 
still continues.

Whether helping those who live under 

the same roofs, reaching out to encourage 
others, preparing materials to use once the 
lockdown ends, or distributing food and 
other necessities to those in our commu-
nities, SIM South Africa has continued to 
serve the Lord and the people throughout 
the Rainbow Nation.

We are grateful to the Lord for providing 

these opportunities and to the authorities 
and ministry partners that worked with us 
to help those around us.

We encouraged our members to share 
how they and their ministries were being 
affected by the lockdown. The following 
pages share some of their responses.

Above, SIM South Africa missionary Molly Paul 
shares a moment of cheer with a woman in Westlake, 
Cape Town, while helping distribute food parcels in 
partnership with Young Legends and local officials. 
Young Legends is a community programme founded 
by SIM South Africa Deputy Treasurer Freeman 
Ndlovu and others from Westlake.

On the cover, Director Pookkattu Paul prays for a 
family in their home during the distribution.

Submitted photo
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Eugene & Eva Chuang (Taiwanese)
Bible Teaching & Discipleship in KZN

The lockdown in SA has been a time of diffi-
culty, particularly as my tasks require a lot of 
socializing with people in person.

Yet, even though our bodies can be locked at 
home, the gospel can still be sent, shared and 
delivered beyond the walls. The Internet and 
social media are the tools that enable us to engage 
others. Senior missionary Victor Fredlund (who 
used to upload his own praise songs on Facebook) 
has helped me learn how to share recordings, and 
I have found that to be a good way to share the 
gospel in the time of lockdown.

Thank God that I am still able to do Bible Study 
with three brothers twice a week on Wednesday 
and Sunday afternoons through WhatsApp audio 
call, as we cannot meet as usual like before the 
lockdown. After a few weeks of preparation and 
discussion, Durban Bible College commenced 
its second term on 21 April, with WhatsApp as a 
channel to begin the online study.

Eva and I did not forget that there are two 
young disciples of Jesus at home who also need 
us to spend time with them, to care for them and 
to train them spiritually. We meet together as a 
family every morning and spend an hour reading 
the Scripture aloud. So far, we have finished the 
first four books of the Pentateuch.  

So, both at home and online, we are able to 
share the message to the world that we are locked, 
but not down. 

Freeman Ndlovu (South African)
The Young Legends Ministry Project in WP

God is using the Young Legends team in such 
a wonderful way during this difficult time as we 
were invited by the Ward Councillor and his team 
to be part of the relief program to help the needy 
members of our community. In the photo above, 
I am handing a food parcel to a needy mother in 
Westlake. Thanks to the donor who gave specifi-
cally towards this outreach, we were able to give 
similar food parcels to 21 families that day. So far 
[as of late April] we have fed up to 10 000 needy 
individuals in over 500 homes. 

Photo by Pookkattu Paul
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Nicoline Zwikker (South African)
Chief Operating Officer, Cape Town

The office ministry was also impacted in inter-
esting ways.

Finance and parts of administration were not 
geared for home working, so it was a scramble 
to get everyone with the right technology and 
training to enable work to continue from home.

It hasn’t been without a few glitches. Some 
work is office-bound and some Internet connec-
tions less than ideal, but the team has adapted 
well overall, going paperless with some processes.

The board was due to meet at the end of March, 
but our constitution did not allow for a virtual 
board meeting. An extraordinary general meeting 
was held to change a by-law to allow a virtual 
board meeting to be held so that the oversight of 

the mission could continue.
Our annual Spiritual Life Conference 

scheduled for the end of June is going virtual, 
and our monthly prayer days have been turned 
into weekly prayer hours. A wonderful benefit of 
these changes has been broadening participation 
to stretch even beyond our borders to Zimbabwe 
and Tanzania and to our missionaries serving in 
other countries around the world.

Mark and Barbara Hugo (South African)
In church ministry and Zion ministry in 
Cape Town

It has been very encouraging seeing the Lord 
work through these upside down times; He put so 
many details in place before lockdown. Ministry 
continues—even grows in many ways—though we 
long to see and touch those we love. It has given us 
opportunity to re-evaluate how we serve, and why.  

 WhatsApp is our main method of ministry 
during this time.  Mark is doing an early morning 
devotion each day, Barb is doing a daily prayer 
time. Mark has divided the folks from church into 
‘arcs’ directed by one of the church leaders.  More 
time in the garden also means that we are meeting 
our neighbours, as they come out of hiding for 
fresh air (meeting from a distance, though).  

Mark keeps in touch with the ZEBS leaders via 
WhatsApp. The Lord is ministering to us with 
increased bird sounds, rain and gorgeous autumn 
weather, evidence of His love and mercy.

Photo by Freeman Ndlovu
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Victoria Hary (French)
Occupational Therapist in Jeffrey’s Bay

My initial plans for this mission project in 
Timion were from September 2019 to June 2020. 
But I feel that God has used this time in a different 
way. 

After I left my job at the hospital in September 
and after a lot of paperwork, I only arrived in 
South Africa at the end of January.

This mission time was incredible and it was a 
real privilege to serve God in these conditions. It 
was a great time and I felt supported by prayer. 
But everything has changed so abruptly with this 
global crisis. In a few days, we had to return to 
France without having time to finish what we had 
started. What an incomprehension to invest so 
much for such a short time.

But after a month at home, God seemed to have 
used these circumstances differently.

The delay in leaving for the mission allowed me 
to work for a few months in my father’s horticul-
tural company. I went on mission for two months 
and during this time my father lost his mother 
and sister. I came home in a time of economic 
crisis when the family no longer had the strength 
to move forward. God had preserved me from 
being far away, I was spiritually boosted and He 
had allowed me to go back home to support them. 
And the fact that I knew the company allowed me 
to encourage them to restart the business with 
new alternatives. 

Serving God is possible in an extraordinary 
way on the other side of the earth but first and 
foremost at home in ordinary activities.

Short-termers’ terms cut short

Priscille Ferry (French)
Life Community Services in George

I had on my heart for a long time to come to 
South Africa to serve people in the township and 
show them the love of God. 

When I was preparing my trip, I asked God to 
guide and decide how long I should stay. 

After some issues with the embassy to get the 
visa, I finally arrived in South Africa at the end of 
January 2020.

Instead of the hoped-for five months, I ended 
up staying there only two months. This time 
was such a blessing! I experienced and learned 
a lot, even if it was interrupted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. God knew everything before I came, 
and I believe that was his plan for me.

Of course, I was very disappointed at the 
beginning. For over three days, I couldn’t accept 
it, and I told nobody that I had to come back. But 
in my time with God I remembered the whole 
process, my prayers when I asked God to decide 
how long I should stay, and that it’s not my project 
but His project!

And I really received His peace. I was sure that 
it was His plan. My purpose as a disciple of Christ 
is to be light and salt everywhere, no matter where 
I am staying.

Now, I am in France with my family, and I’m 
working in a retirement home. He placed me 
there, and I also want to follow Him there (even 
if it was not my plan) and have an open heart to 
receive what He wants to show me.

“A person’s heart plans his way, but the LORD 
determines his steps” (Proverbs 16:9 (CSB)).

Submitted photoSubmitted photo

Victoria Hary Priscille Ferry

David, Janenne & Rachel Hay (Australian)
Children’s ministry in KZN

At iKhethelo Children’s Village, we are one 
big family under lockdown together. The village 
is completely closed to all who are not resident 
in the village. This means many of our staff and 
volunteers are not able to be here. Some essential 
staff who do not always reside in the village have 
moved into the village and are not able to visit 
home. All the children are doing school work at 
home during the week. With the lack of staff and 
volunteers and the children being home 24/7, we 
are busier than normal. Praise God He is giving 
us strength and patience.

Photo by Brian Heffron

Photo by Brian Heffron

Carmie and Alistair Jolley (South African)
Evangelism and Outreach in EC

Carmie: Keeping contact with the converts 
encouraging them and meeting some of their 
physical needs. Forwarding prayer info from 
SIM and other organisations as well as Ramadan 
prayer guides.

Alastair: Catching up with co-workers I 
discipled in the past. Praying about new rela-
tionships with church leaders.  Editing outreach 
materials and reading for ministry.  Evaluating 
ministry strategy.

Janenne, David, and Rachel Hay

Carmie and Alistair Jolley

Laura Everett (American)
Lily of the Valley in KZN

Sometimes it takes a limiting of freedom to 
find our focus. During this time of lockdown, no 
one in our children’s village is allowed to leave the 
premises, and we have all had to pull up our skill-
socks to help the children thrive. For me, this has 
meant teaching our grade 8 students and helping 
one of our older youth with literacy. He is virtually 
illiterate, and this time of quarantine has opened 
his eyes to areas in which he needs growth. I am 
so proud to see him grabbing every opportunity 
to work on his skills and learn from staff. He is 
beginning to be able to read sentences, when 
he could barely read two-letter words just last 
month. I thank our Lord for His goodness to us 
in this place as we see this young man and others 
growing, despite the challenging circumstances! 

Colin and Rebekah Cooper (South African)
Musawenkosi in KZN

Lockdown for us means the feeding scheme has 
closed down and the children are not allowed off 
the site, neither are we allowed on site. We are 
also separated from the rest of the leadership 
team and the admin work. So while the work at 
MusaweNkosi has gone on, it has done so largely 
without us. We felt we were doing nothing minis-
try-wise. Spending all day at home with kids is not 
really what you think you will be doing when you 
are fresh on the mission field.

But we have learnt two important lessons: no 
matter where we are, we can pray for the work and 
for those who are hands-on. We are also realizing 
anew that our children are our first ministry 
priority and that quality time with them is never 
wasted.

Photo by Brian Heffron
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Kathu to meet the rest of our 
team. After booking into The 
Ranch, a beautiful chalet 
accommodation in the tranquil 
Kalahari, we drove to the home 
of Bishop Nowel Lyuma and his 
wife Esther, leaders of the EBC 
church. The church meets at 
their house, and EBC leaders 
from different parts of the 
Northern Cape had been invited 
to attend the meetings. That 
evening we had a wonderful 
time of fellowship, sharing, and 
enjoying a meal together.

On Friday, we had breakfast 
together and spent the morning 
getting to know one another. 
In the afternoon, we SIM folk 
visited the Kuruman Moffat Mission, a mission 
that was started by Robert Moffat of the London 
Missionary Society in the 1820s. He laboured here 
for 50 years and translated the Bible into Tswana, 
the vernacular language of the indigenous inhab-
itants of the region, and then printed Bibles on his 
own printing press (said to be the first Bible in an 
African language ever printed in Africa). This was 
also the first home in Africa of missionary and 
explorer David Livingstone, who married Moffat’s 
daughter Mary. We had a wonderful afternoon 
exploring the museum and taking in the history 
of missions in that area.

That evening, we returned to the EBC church. 
Siegfried addressed the youth and captured their 
interest with a video showing cultural dancing 
around the world. We shared about our minis-
tries and explained how they could be involved; 
many signed up to receive our SIM literature. The 
meeting went late into the night, and we journeyed 
back home tired but encouraged.

On Saturday morning, Siegfried, Pookkattu, 
Normand and I left Kathu for Kimberley to 
continue our trip, whilst the Bermans and 
Rodrigues stayed on at the EBC church for further 
fellowship and teaching. In Kimberley, we met 
with Henri Marais, missions chairman from 
Kimberley Baptist. We also met Ken and Linda 
Dugmore who hosted Siegfried and me for the 
night in Saltlake as we were to attend meetings 
on Sunday in Douglas. Pookkattu and Normand 
drove separately in their car as they had meetings 

planned on Sunday at the NG church in Jacobsdal.
After a relaxing evening at the Dugmores’, we 

were taken the next day by Mardie and Hoddy 
Dugmore to Douglas, where we attended a service 
at the FROG Church (Fully Reliant on God), led 
by Pastor Mark Southey. Mark is the brother of 
Maggs Bonthuys, a SIM missionary serving in 
Senegal. After tea, Mark took us to meet various 
church leaders at the Volle Evangelie Church, 
where we had a good time of fellowship and 
sharing about the work of SIM.

After their meetings Sunday, Normand and 
Pookkattu enjoyed hospitality from Maggs’ 
and Mark’s sister Joan and her family. Annelie 
Du Preez, a long-time SIM partner from AEF 
days, accommodated them and connected them 
with the church and Dumini Elize and family in 
Jacobsdal. We rendezvoused with them at Mark’s 
house and all started our trip back to Cape Town.

By this time, we were feeling tired but very 
encouraged by the many good contacts that had 
been made on our trip. We had enjoyed a blessed 
time of fellowship with the EBC church in Kathu, 
so we thank them and all our other hosts for their 
gracious hospitality. Since the trip, a number of 
folk have expressed interest in serving with us 
as ambassadors, and we are trusting the Lord 
for His guidance in this process. We also heard 
of many opportunities to serve in the Northern 
Cape amongst the people. Please pray with us that 
the Lord will continue to open doors and send out 
workers into His harvest field.

The team (L-R): Pookkattu Paul, Normand Saindon, John Berry, 
Siegfried Ngubane, Francisco & Vanuza Rodrigues, and  
Sidney & Keneilwe Berman.

Photo by Pookkattu Paul

On a warm, summer morning in January, two 
other SIM missionaries and I left Cape Town to 
travel by car to the Northern Cape.

Our purpose was threefold: to meet with 
leaders of the Evangelical Bible Church (a 
Portuguese church planted by SIM many years 
ago); to look for churches with which SIM could 
partner; and to look for ambassadors to represent 
SIM in the Northern Cape.

With me were SIM South Africa Director 
Pookkattu Paul and Normand Saindon, a 
Canadian SIM South Africa missionary fluent 
in Portuguese from many years of serving in 
Mozambique (see his wife’s article on page 16 of 
this issue). Around the same time, another two 
groups of SIM missionaries were traveling to join 
us in Kathu—Sidney and Keneilwe Berman from 
Botswana and SIM Southern Africa Regional 
Director Siegfried Ngubane with Brazilians 
Francisco and Vanuza Rodrigues (also fluent in 
Portuguese) from Northwest Province. 

The planning of the trip had started some 
months earlier when Pookkattu shared a burden 
he had to visit the Northern Cape to establish a 
SIM presence in that region.  His desire was to 

Photo by John Berry

have good SIM representation in all nine provinces 
and the Northern Cape was one province where 
SIM was relatively unknown. We planned to meet 
with the EBC church in Kathu in the north. We 
asked people to pray for us for this trip, and we 
were grateful to see how God answered. From the 
very first day, we felt His guidance and presence 
as doors were opened.

Our team travelled northwards along the N7 
through the bleak, dry, rugged countryside. Our 
first overnight stop was at Springbok, the largest 
town in Namaqualand. Stopping at a garage, I 
noticed a sign outside that showed a cross with 
the name “Jesus” written vertically, separat-
ing the words Sonde (“sins”) and Geregtigheid 
(“righteousness”), as well as other negative 
words separated by Jesus from positive words, 
and a reference at the bottom to 2 Corinthians 
5:21. After making enquiries, we visited the owner 
and his wife, Bennie and Linda Bloemhof, the next 
morning. They were a couple passionate about 
the Gospel and were distributing Gospel tracts 
to customers and staff. This was the start of our 
many divine appointments!

Later that morning, we met with two church 
leaders in Springbok, Dominee Willie van Zyl 
of NGK Namakwaland and Dominee Annelet 
Slazus of NGK Boesmanland. They shared of the 
challenges of the drought that affected farms and 
people in the region. We prayed with them and 
invited them to keep contact with us.

After Springbok, we continued to meet with a 
number of church leaders on route. In most cases, 
we were only making appointments as we arrived 
in towns as we had been unable to make contacts 
in advance, but we were always made welcome. 
In Kakamas, we visited Pastor Gerrie Pretorius 
from AGS Kakamas, and had fellowship with him 
for over an hour. In Upington, we met with three 
different church leaders: Pastor Terrick Vorster 
from the Full Gospel church; Pastor Francois 
Boyce from AGS Lofoord; and Pastor Freddy 
Takavarasha, a Zimbabwean called to pastor the 
Methodist church (the only church we encoun-
tered that has bilingual ministry with English).

By late Thursday afternoon, we arrived at 

With God to the Northern Cape
By John Berry, SIM South Africa Stewardship Officer

Issue 152 • Winter 2020     1514     SIMnow 



Throughout South Africa and other countries, 
churches and streets stand empty, but people’s 
hearts still cry out for the loving message of 
Christ’s salvation.

“Yes! For sure, our church has left the 
building—we have gone into areas where we 
cannot go on foot!” exclaimed Emile when he read 
the question, “Did the church leave the building?” 
in an AbR Media newsletter.

As people throughout Africa deal with 
lockdowns, curfews, or at least social distancing, 
we are helping encourage our partners to think 
creatively and to seize the opportunities this sad 
and fearful time brings. God’s work continues in 
Africa, and radio remains a powerful medium. 
They say that villagers in Africa might not have 
access to clean water or good health services, but 
every family owns a radio.

What a blessing to be part of a ministry that 
can continue in such a time as this! Last year, 
Normand and I began working with Radio Africa 
Network (RAN), a network of churches, organisa-
tions and individuals who share the vision of radio 
and media as a means of evangelism and church 
planting. I now serve as RAN’s administrator, and 
Normand helps translate material into French and 
Portuguese and with practical projects.

RAN’s focus is to help others start radio 
stations and empower them to spread God’s 
Word to communities where people are living 
and dying without the gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
advise local groups on how to form a committee, 
obtain a license, and plan and build the radio 
station. A radio engineer then oversees the final 
installation of the antenna and gets them on air, 
and RAN provides ongoing technical advice.  

Text & photos by Henriette Saindon, SIM South Africa Missionary

Radio spreads Christ’s message and love—even in a pandemic



BODY
Please pray:

 ✝ .
 ✝ .

While we still love being part of SIM South 
Africa, RAN and its work are a natural fit for 
Normand and me. We worked for many years 
in radio ministry in Mozambique, and Radio 
Africa Network began as a ministry of our 
sending church in Fish Hoek, south of Cape 
Town.

Members of the church (now called King of 
Kings Baptist Church and presently located in 
Sun Valley, near Fish Hoek) established a local 
radio station around 1993. This initiative soon 
led to a ministry of supporting others wanting 
to do the same in other areas in Africa. Both 
the radio station and RAN grew into separate 
entities, but the church still supports them, just 
as it supports us.

Last year, both the church and RAN invited 
Normand to help with projects in northern 
Mozambique, first to repair a school damaged 
by Cyclone Idai and later to help establish a new 
radio station in Mueda. While in Mozambique, 
we shared a common vision with RAN and 
belonged to the same sending church.

Our years in the mountains of northern 
Mozambique allowed us to learn from other 
believers who served with what they had. There 
was Cesario, who had only completed grade four 

in school but who excelled in his work and grew 
into a reliable and well-loved presenter. There 
was Tambo, a shy young man with a deep voice 
behind the microphone. Of course, there were 
also sad stories of those who looked for the glory 
of public ministry and of those who slowly faded 
through temptation. What a joy, though, to help 
train and equip local believers to minister to 
their neighbours!

Now, the same station that Normand and 
RAN helped establish last year is continuing 
that work. It is empowering local people to 
provide encouragement and hope in a time 
when their listeners are not only facing the 
challenges of COVID-19 but are also fearing for 
their lives from religious insurgents.

“The villages around us were destroyed!” 
they cry out. “Pray that they will not take our 
station. We need to tell them about the hope 
there is in Jesus!”

It was this heart of serving those who serve, 
that called us back to radio and media ministry. 
It is a blessing being able to serve here from 
South Africa into other countries across the 
rest of Africa and using the skills and languages 
now that we have acquired throughout our 
missionary service in other areas.

Since 1997, RAN has helped establish radio 
stations in several countries, including Mali, 
Gabon, Tanzania, Mozambique, Madagascar, 
Lesotho, Botswana and Burkina Faso—always 
helping, advising, supporting, and stepping 
out of the way of local leadership. The goal is 
not to own any radio stations but to help local 
groups have their own.

RAN is also a founding member of AbR 
Media (formerly Africa by Radio), an associa-
tion of radio stations and ministries working 
in Sub-Saharan Africa. The heart of our 
networking is to train those in radio and media 
ministries, to introduce them to one another 
and to encourage the sharing of experience 
and ministry. The goal? To give every man, 
woman and child in Africa the opportunity to 
hear the Good News of Jesus Christ in a way 
and language they can understand.

Therefore, RAN also acts as secretary for 
AbR Media. This includes a letter to partners 
to share resources, news and prayer requests 
of ministries, and organising two conferences 
per year in different locations across Africa. 
At a conference in Senegal earlier this year, 
we rejoiced that so many French speakers of 
the Sahel region could meet together to share 
some of their own ministry experiences and 
challenges. Many started networking, and one 
missionary said, “We did not know whether 
we should attend the media conference since 
our ministry is translation and evangelistic 
outreach, but now we see that it was God’s 
appointed time. We now realize that we are 
all in the same Kingdom work and that our 
different ministries can complement one 
another!”

In this time of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
many ministries are doing just that. Some 
prepare messages of hope, others offer 
training to pastors to “meet their church” by 
radio, and others broadcast practical help and 
health tips. We are thrilled to be part of this 
through SIM.

So, as Emile enthusiastically declared, 
“Yes!” through radio waves and the use of 
media, the church has “left the building” and 
is reaching over the hills and into the valleys. 
To adapt Isaiah 52:7 for today, “How lovely on 
the mountains are the feet [and transmitters] 
of those who bring Good News.”
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SIM South Africa missionaries Bagaramba Jules Kazura and Marie-Josee Kazura (facing page, bottom) serve in 
Thiès, Senegal, where they facilitate the Jang Du Wees Training Centre (this page).

Here in Thiès, Senegal, the Jang Du Wees 
Training Centre is reaching out to non-Christians 
to help meet their educational, physical, and 
spiritual needs.

About 63 percent of Senegal’s 11 million people 
are under 24 years of age, and unemployment and 
lack of skills continue to make life very difficult 
for many of them. The centre is the best way to 
meet with these young people, help them improve 
their lives and introduce them to Christ and His 
message. It provides a loving and caring Christian 
environment where they can hear about God’s love 
and know the meaning of having life in Him.

The training centre began in January 2017 
and is composed of a library, study hall, and 
three classrooms. We offer language learning 
in French and Wolof, computer classes, and 
vocational training to girls and boys. Students 
are able to enjoy reading interesting books, work 
on their school assignments, use WiFi for their 
laptops, and learn skills that enable them to 

It is never too late to learn
By Bagaramba Jules Kazura, SIM South Africa Missionary

find or create jobs. About 2400 students attend 
the reading room and library per year, and fifty 
students have successfully finished all training in 
the four subjects. With more funding, we would 
like to hire people to teach cooking, beads, and 
jewellery-making, and to accommodate more 
than 24 students enrolled in the classes at a time. 
Students have also told us that the centre should 
add an English teacher.

The overall strategy is to attract people into a 
setting where we can form healthy relationships, 
have a spiritual discussion, and accompany 
people to discover the Scriptures and the Lord. 
Many benefit from programmes and services 
at the centre, including a place where they can 
study with the possibility of reading Christian 
literature. Christian literature is available to read 
and give away. To impact many lives and make 
the library a better place, we have transformed the 
centre into a transitional community. Everyone 
who comes must not feel they are in a library or 

Photo by Brian Heffron
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in a learning centre, but they must feel at home. 
Since March 2018, we all share a cup of coffee at 6 
p.m. and have a conversation about the scripture 
chosen for a set of days. We invite students into 
our home, and there we can share the love of 
Jesus. Up until now, we have had one CMB who 
was baptised together with his wife.

Please pray:
 ✝ for the Lord to provide additional financial 

supporters and computers for the centre.
 ✝ for someone to answer His call to ministry as 

an English teacher.

It is a great joy to see someone who has 
never had the opportunity even to touch a 
pencil learning to read and write.

One of our students could not even read 
or write his own name when he came to us. 
He was raised in a conservative Muslim 
context where children only study the Arabic 
language. By coming to the centre, he was 
able to start learning how to write and read 
his mother tongue, Wolof.

After learning this, he continued with 
French, and he learned both languages so 
well that he can now use them in his daily 
life and work. He also wanted to continue 
with the computer course; we gave him that 
opportunity, and he seized it well.

Now he has bought his own computer and 
opened his own business, and he uses the 
computer skills for his business.

We have recorded a video (in Wolof) of 
him encouraging other adults who were 
not fortunate enough to have education at a 
younger age not to despair but to take a step 
and come to the centre.

The video can be found on our 
Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/jangDuWees/
videos/1466585603436874/

Submitted photo

Submitted photo

Submitted photo

Submitted photo

Jang Du Wees Training Centre students enjoy fellowship (above), joyfully display their certificates with SIM 
South Africa missionary Marie-Josee Kazura (below), and celebrate their work together (facing page).
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How is missions funded?
By Nicoline Zwikker, SIM South Africa Chief Operating Officer

The work and service of missions has always 
been a partnership between God calling and 
equipping, the church sending, and the mission-
ary heeding the call.

An important aspect of this partnership is 
God’s provision through the generosity of His 
body to His work. Hudson Taylor, the founder of 
China Inland Mission (now OMF), affirmed this 
with the words, “Depend on it. God’s work done in 
God’s way will never lack God’s supply.”

However, some may wonder, where do these 
gifts go and how are they used?

“for even when I was in 
Thessalonica, you sent me aid 
again and again when I was 

in need. Not that I am looking 
for a gift, but I am looking 

for what may be credited to 
your account. I have received 
full payment and even more; 

I am amply supplied, now 
that I have received from 

Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. 
They are a fragrant offering, 

an acceptable sacrifice, 
pleasing to God. And my 

God will meet all your needs 
according to his glorious riches 

in Christ Jesus.”
— Philippians 4:16-19 (NIV)

Like many missionary organisations, SIM 
requires funds for both the ministry of the 
missionary and the underlying services. Focusing 
firstly on the missionaries needs, we provide a 
breakdown of the missionaries’ support income 
at right. Some missionaries within SIM also 
have specific ministry needs, such as vehicles or 
special projects like the gifting of Bibles or the 
creation of media for outreach. Donations given 
to these needs are allocated 95 percent towards 
the ministry and 5 percent towards administrative 
costs.

It’s worth noting here that raising sufficient 
support to get to and stay on the field can be 
difficult for many missionaries, even as they step 
out in faith and rely on God’s provision. Some 
supplement their income in various ways, from 
teaching English or other classes to running small 
businesses or officiating at weddings. Although 
these income streams can become avenues for 
outreach and have a biblical example in Paul’s 
tent-making, they can also distract from mission-
aries’ primary focus and ministry. Even Paul did 
not always rely on tent-making but also sought 
support for himself and for others.

SIM South Africa runs one office with the dual 
function of a sending entity, where we facilitate 
sending missionaries to serve either abroad or 
in South Africa, and a receiving entity, which 
supports missionaries serving in South Africa. 
The services we provide include mobilisation, 
recruitment, placement and orientation, along 
with member care and financial services. On 
average, half of the income needed to run these 
services is received through the service funds 
raised by the missionaries. The other half of 
the income comes from a combination of wise 
stewardship of our existing resources (interest 
on investments) and your generous gifts given as 
regular contributions, in partnership at events, or 
bequeathed as legacies.

As a non-profit organisation, our goal is not 
to make profit, but to be diligent in the Lord’s 
work, to see disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
communities where he is least known. We thank 
you for your continued support in partnering with 
us in this God-given endeavour.

RETIREMENT
These funds go to retirement savings and plans.

PASSAGE
This portion provides for all the missionaries 

travel needs to and from their placement overseas 
including tickets, freight, visas and passports.

HOUSING
This provides for field and home assignment 

(furlough) housing.

Missionary support income is divided into 
several categories that reflect the care and needs 
of missionaries.

Because SIM missionaries serve in many 
countries and in various ministries, their individ-
ual financial needs reflect their unique circum-
stances. Family size and personal needs also add 
to this difference.

MISSIONARY ALLOWANCE
This includes basic and special living needs, 

foreign and local income taxes, and children’s 
education.

HEALTH
This includes the cost of medical expenses, 

and in certain locations emergency evacuation 
coverage.

HOME & FIELD SERVICES
These are for field, home and international 

offices to recruit, send and support SIM’s 
worldwide team of missionaries and projects.

A breakdown of how funds are used
By Nicoline Zwikker, SIM South Africa Chief Operating Officer

56% Allowance

10% Health

9% Retirement

11% Services

2% Passage

12% Housing

SIM South Africa and its ministries depend on the 
financial support of believers to participate in His 
work of reaching and redeeming the world.

Your financial support enables projects, equips 
people and expands God’s kingdom.

If you are able to support this work financially, 
then gifts can be given at SIM.org.za/donate/ 
or through the following bank details: 

SIM Southern Africa 
Standard Bank, Blue Route 
Branch Code: 025609 
Account Number: 072877014 

Please Reference: Partnership and send a 
proof of payment to za.finance@sim.org or  
fax +27 (0) 21-715-3220.

Photo by Brian Heffron

Give
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Every Monday, I go to prison.
Yes, you read this correctly! I serve in 

Drakenstein Prison. This prison was made famous 
by President Nelson Mandela. In fact, the road 
going into the prison is called “Nelson Mandela 
Drive” and has a huge statue of him with his right 
fist clenched. This is a reminder that once he 
was in prison, but then he was made free. Is this 
not joyfully true of each of us who have become 
Christians?

Our Lord Jesus is in the business of opening 
eyes and freeing people. In the Bible, the essential 
subject matter is the triune Redeemer Lord, culmi-
nating in Jesus Christ. 

In Drakenstein Prison, sixteen inmates are 
allowing the Holy Spirit to show them the beauty of 
Jesus. These are men who see themselves as people 
who have “really sinned” but have come to their 
senses. They have a stronger sense of the pain they 
have caused their victims and families, and they 
often express deep regret. They are also learning 
to open their eyes to how God sees them and those 
around them.

When Jesus “opened their minds to understand 
the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45), He showed His 
disciples how everything that has been written—
creation, promises, commands, history, the sacri-
ficial system, psalms, proverbs—reveals Him (ESV 
Study Bible p2572).

God wants to reveal Himself. Sometimes we are 
too busy, and sometimes we think we know it all 
and have nothing left to learn. In the Drakenstein 
class, though, they are learning that Heaven is a 
free gift; it is not earned or deserved. In Ephesians 
2:8-10, we discover that we are all sinners and none 
of us are righteous (Romans 3:23). What are the 
consequences of sin? The wages of sin is death. 
As we study theology at Drakenstein, we come to 
realise that God is both just and merciful. Wow!

When we further consider our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we discover these truths:

1. Jesus Christ is fully and completely divine.
2. Jesus Christ is fully and completely human.
3. The divine and human natures are distinct.
4. The divine and human natures of Christ are 

united in one person (for more, read ESV Study 
Bible p 2515). 

By Alan Profitt, SIM South Africa Missionary

Every Monday, I go to prison...
I believe we serve an amazing God. When four 

new inmates joined the class earlier this year, I 
prayed, “Lord, how can I teach these men who don’t 
have Bibles?” The following day, I was at a Bible 
study with a group of seniors, so I asked them to 
pray that God would supply this need. One of the 
younger ladies approached me and said she would 
like to purchase Bibles for these men. Soon, the men 
received their Bibles and beamed with joy; many 
are now studying school subjects for their high 
school qualifications.

God is at work, opening eyes and freeing these 
young men. My brothers are growing in Christ. 
The Lord keeps us going when the body says, “I am 
tired!”

If you are “imprisoned”, why don’t you talk to 
The Man who frees people (see Acts 16:25-35)? God 
is on a rescue mission. He saved me, and He freed 
me, so I can certainly go to (Drakenstein) prison 
for Him.

I can’t wait for next Monday.

Devotional

Stock image from pxhere.com

What do church planters in Spain, diaspora 
workers in Italy and Romania and student workers 
in Ukraine have in common? These and many 
more ministry opportunities are now possible for 
SIM workers in Europe.

Europe has traditionally been a source of 
workers for SIM, but the past few years have seen 
many new ministry opportunities for workers to 
serve across the whole continent. Various growing 
relationships, providential ministry discussions 
and opportunities have come together, opening 
up many communities where the vast majority of 
people live and die without hearing the Gospel.

In Ukraine, SIM has been discussing possi-
bilities with district representatives of the 
Evangelical-Christian-Baptist-churches (ECBU) 
of Wolyn, Kyiv and Odesa, especially with Odesa 
Theological Seminary (OTS). This has led to a 
declaration of intent to work together. Their gifts 
of speaking Russian and of understanding the 
post-Soviet culture—together with their burning 
passion to be involved in sending missionaries—
make our brothers and sisters from Ukraine ideal 
ministry partners, especially for Central Asia. 
Missionaries from Ukraine steward a tremendous 
treasure, particularly in countries where Russian 
is the lingua franca.

The implications of this development for 
ministry are enormous. We at SIM are committed 
to respecting the local churches, their compe-
tences and strategies. Therefore, we want to work 
alongside each other, encouraging and helping 

each other with the 
various gifts God 
has entrusted to us. 
OTS currently has 
ten mission students, 
seven of whom have 
a burden for Central 
Asia, an area of focus 
for SIM recruiting. 
Some of the other students sense a calling to other 
parts of Europe and the world.

With our long history of missionary work, 
SIM has been asked to help train Ukrainians for 
missions. They are asking us to send speakers and 
workshop leaders to participate in mission confer-
ences and training seminars, to help find intern-
ship placements in Central Asia and other Eastern 
European countries, and to help in the great need 
to translate books (especially mission books) into 
Russian. This all takes time and resources, so 
please join us in praying for the Lord’s providence 
and consider supporting this project.

SIM’s Europe Development and Placement 
Team have also met with an anti-human traffick-
ing ministry called Faith, Hope & Love. It was 
very encouraging to see how much work they are 
doing to create awareness and prevent trafficking 
from Ukraine, which is often a “source” country 
for human traffickers. They are also actively 
involved in helping victims who manage to return 
to Ukraine to rehabilitate back into society—a 
very difficult, complicated and long process. Like 
OTS, they have welcomed us to help them with 
resources and participate in seminars. This is also 
a very important contact for ministries in Western 
Europe to have when Ukrainian men and women 
are rescued and sent home.

We stand amazed at the great work God is doing 
in Ukraine and throughout Europe. As we travel, 
we find people prepared and ready to engage to 
share the Gospel with communities where people 
live and die without an opportunity to hear it. We 
give God all the praise, glory and worship.

If you would like to support SIM’s work 
alongside the Ukrainian church, please designate 
Project QZ 99751 when making your gift. As 
always, thank you for your prayers and support.

A “Macedonian Call” from Europe
By Henry Jooste, SIM South Africa Missionary

“Great is the LORD, and greatly 
to be praised, and his greatness is 

unsearchable. One generation shall 
commend your works to another, and 

shall declare your mighty acts. On 
the glorious splendour of your maj-

esty, and on your wondrous works, I 
will meditate. They shall speak of the 
might of your awesome deeds, and I 

will declare your greatness.”
— Psalm 145:3-6 (ESV)
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Four months ago, I arrived at my final 
destination in Asia with a particularly precious 
item in my luggage: a tin crammed with 80 
rooibos teabags. I would have brought more if 
my very full suitcases had allowed, but as I can 
stretch a rooibos teabag for three cups, I figured 
that those 80 might be able to last me until some 
more could be sent from home. 

Having drunk rooibos tea with my mother and 
sister for many years, I associate it with home 
and family and couldn’t imagine going too long 
without it as I settled into my new environment. I 
also came looking forward to sharing 
it with the multi-cultural SIM team 
here. I knew it would take a while 
before I could offer full hospitality in 
terms of a proper meal, but I thought 
that sharing a cup of tea from South 
Africa would be a good beginning as 
we build relationships.

What I discovered a few days after 
arrival is that there is an entire “tea 
culture” in my new country. Tea (or 
chai) is drunk throughout the day 
by everyone from street sweepers to 
officials in top government offices—I 
would love to know the statistics 
concerning tea consumption here! 

By Caroline*, SIM South Africa Missionary

Rooibos Tea in a new chai culture
And the process is pretty much the same across 
the social spectrum: boil the black (Ceylon) tea 
leaves in some water, add some crushed cardamom 
seeds if available, add milk once the bubbles are 
a certain colour, boil that until the milky bubbles 
are a different colour, then add sugar if desired, 
and pour through a strainer. Tea is offered almost 
everywhere one goes as a sign of hospitality and 
welcome, and I have drunk it in church, in school, 
in city homes, in villages and in an appliance shop 
in the bazaar while waiting.

In this new home of mine, I am learning how 
to make chai and when to serve it. Numerous 
people here have lovingly offered to teach me how 
to make it in the local style, and my house-helper 
was very pleased when I acquired the proper chai 
spoon and strainer. I have also learned that if 
visitors come to my house for dinner, it would be 
wrong for me to serve chai before a meal, as chai 
is the cue to end a visit. 

Four months in, and my rooibos tin remains 
more than half-full. Because I am drinking chai 
with people here throughout my days, I have had 
far less need for my rooibos than I had expected 
when I left home. For me in this season of tran-
sition, chai has become a symbol of my learning 
process, of the warm welcome of the people I 
have come to love, and of the possibility that one 
really can find a new kind (and taste) of “home’” 
wherever God calls us.

* Name has been changed.
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Food from Afar
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If you want a light read, this isn’t it. It’s a fasci-
nating, well written, first-hand account of the 
kidnapping of Yolande Korkie and her husband, 
Pierre. Having met the author and heard a 
portion of her testimony, I felt compelled 
to read her book, and it didn’t disappoint.

The story begins on 27th May 2013 
in Tiaz, Yemen and focuses on the 
next 558 days (the length of Pierre’s 
incarceration at the hands of Al 
Qaeda). The Korkies were hijacked 
and whisked away at speed, passed 
between operatives, and finally held 
together in a one-room outbuilding 
somewhere in rural Yemen. One of 
their most torturous concerns was 
the wellbeing of their two teenaged 
children who had been left behind alone 
in Tiaz.  As captives they were powerless, kept 
constantly on edge and never knowing what had 
happened to their family or if anyone was doing 
anything to rescue them. 

Throughout the book, the emotional upheaval is 

By Nicoline Zwikker, SIM South Africa Chief Operating Officer

558 Days
tangible, but it’s also a lovely story of faith, unwa-
vering trust, and redefined love that will leave 
you questioning your own priorities and depth of 

relationship with the Lord. Reading this book 
while in lockdown due to COVID-19 
challenged me to redefine my view of 
freedom and to be far more grateful 
for my many blessings, including 
a deeper understanding of Christ’s 
death as a ransom for many, including 
for me. It asks one fundamental 
question of us all: can God be trusted? 

Although the story ends in human 
tragedy—Pierre’s life is lost moments 
before his planned release, leaving a 
grieving family with many questions—
there is a real sense of victory. Pierre 
demonstrated a life lived for Christ and 

now released from pain. Yolande lived through this 
experience and chose to forgive the perpetrators. 
It does not minimise the evil of their actions but 
recognises the freedom found in Christ-honouring 
forgiveness.

Book Review

This is my song of all time. It reminds me of 
where I should place my focus.

The reason I love this song is that it covers most 
challenges in a Christian life and places the focus 
back to the Saviour—Jesus Christ, the Lamb who 
was slain.

“You are my strength when I am weak,
“You are the treasure that I seek,
“You are my all in all.”
For when I’m weak, He’s my strength at all times. 

Just thinking about it makes me strong, and it 
makes me stand tall again. The challenges of this 
world makes one weak and lose strength, but He 
gives strength through His Holy Spirit.

“Taking my sin, my cross, my shame—
“Rising again, I bless Your name;
“You are my all in all.”

By Freeman Ndlovu, SIM South Africa Deputy Treasurer
“You Are My All in All”

The Bible says He has taken our sins away from 
us as far as the East is from the West. He sacrificed 
His own life for us; only someone who truly loves 
you can do that.

It is indeed a great honour and source of strength 
to know that we have such a Saviour who cares and 
loves us so much and so selflessly. Even when we 
are dry, He fills us up—He fills up our fading love 
and fills up our fading joy. When we fall, He picks 
us up from the dust, and He puts us safely under 
His wings. We are co-heirs with Him; what a lamb! 
Worthy is His name!

The song was written by US singer-songwriter 
Dennis Jernigan and has been recorded by several 
artists.

One video of the song is available on 
YouTube at https://bit.ly/2KTdUli.

Music Review
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In 2 Corinthians 9:7, the Apostle Paul speaks 
of the cheerfulness of giving unto the Lord. The 
main requirement of giving is a cheerful heart.

Although talk of giving and money often 
makes believers uncomfortable or upset, the Lord 
has always directed His followers to use His bless-
ings according to His guidance and priorities, and 
Jesus repeatedly spoke of money in His parables 
and messages.

When we are asked to give unto God’s service, 
we should feel no compulsion or reluctance. Paul 
refers in this scripture to the freedom of Christian 
giving: each one has to decide in his own heart 
what he should give as purposed unto the Lord. 
There should be no regrets, no thinking back on 
what should have been given, no reluctance in the 
decision of the heart, no compulsion in our de-
cision and absolutely no necessity in our giving.

Instead, we are called to be “cheerful givers,” 
but what does that truly mean? Cheerful givers 
are filled with joy at the mere thought of giving. 
Cheerful givers get excited at just the thought of 
being able to give back to the Lord. Cheerful giv-
ers are humbled by the honour of being able to 
partner with other believers to advance the Gos-
pel of Christ to a lost world.

For more than a century, SIM has been able 
to continue the spread of the Gospel to the least 

reached people of the world through the faithful 
giving of many. While many make a monthly 
commitment to supporting the mission, we 
have also been blessed to see some ensure the 
extension of God’s work long after they have gone 
to glory. Their generous, joyful giving—in the 
form of property, finances or even a final tithe—
has made it possible for SIM to reach those living 
and dying without Christ.

As you prepare your final will and testament, 
we ask that you would—with a cheerful heart—
consider blessing SIM with a final gift for the 
continued advancement of His Gospel. Such 
bequests are exempt from Estate Duty.

A gift to SIM through your last will and tes-
tament is a gift that becomes a living memorial 
of your thankfulness of God’s goodness through-
out your life, and it continues to live on through 
the lives of those who received a new life in Christ 
through your gift.

As you prayerfully consider your gift from 
your heart, we ask that you complete the attached 
form or request further information about includ-
ing SIM in your will and to please return it to us 
by post or e-mail to za.stewardship@sim.org. We 
will then respond as requested, and we can also 
recommend a Christian attorney to handle the 
drawing up of your will should you require this.

If you have already done so, please let us know 
in advance so that we can thank you for your 
faithful and cheerful gift for God’s service.

Thank you for reading and considering this 
message, and I pray that it has been part of God’s 
word ministering into your heart today. 

By Chantal Lengeveldt, SIM South Africa Staff

Bequests: The Lord loves a cheerful giver
“Each one must give as he has 

decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.” 
— 2 Corinthians 9:7

Stewardship
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Is missionary work 
still relevant? Is it 
still necessary to send 
missionaries to the far 
corners of the world? 

When Jesus Christ 
fed the multitude, He 
began teaching that 
He is the Bread of Life 
and talking about His 

sacrificial death. “This is too hard for us,” said 
most people, so they left Jesus standing with only 
the twelve disciples remaining. Jesus asked His 
disciples: “Do you want to go away as well?” Simon 
Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life, and we have 
believed, and have come to know, that you are 
the Holy One of God” (John 6:68-69). There is no 
better life than one with Jesus. Jesus gives 
eternal life to those who repent and 
believe in Him. The alternative 
is hell (Matthew 5:22, Luke 
8:12, John 3:16).

We read r ight 
through the Word 
of God the call to 
worship Him, to 
make Him known 
to all the nations 
(Genesis 12:3, Isaiah 
49:5-7, Matthew 
28:19-20, Luke 2:31, 
Galatians 3:8). 

The nations are 
on the move; they are 
not so clearly defined by 
geography anymore. In the 
last century we have seen an 
ever-increasing number of people 
being displaced by natural disasters, fleeing 
wars and terror, migrating in search of a better 
living. Travel has become faster and more 
accessible to many. There is a new mix of people 
developing worldwide. In our countries, people 
move to urban centres. Technology is advancing; 
cell phone reception is available in many rural 
areas, connecting people with each other and 

with the world through the Internet. News is fed 
through social media at more or less the moment 
something happens. Unfortunately, a lot of fake 
news is also spreading, contributing to a new 
generation of people either declaring their own 
values or searching for meaning in life. While 
young people used to aspire to be teachers, doctors 
or lawyers, many now aspire to be an acclaimed 
musician or soccer hero.

As we live in this ever-changing world, we can 
declare:

• God does not change.
• His Word does not change.
• His Commandments do not change.
• His Promises are still true.

Working in the personnel team in the SIM 
South Africa office, we realize two issues: one is 
that it is becoming increasingly difficult to get 

visas for foreigners to work in our country 
and for our people to go to other 

countries. Secondly, we see that, 
although we need to take 

hold of the new oppor-
tunities worldwide, we 

also need to look at our 
“doorstep”. We do not 
necessarily have to 
travel to the furthest 
corners of the world, 
but the “world”, 
nations, are coming 
to us. Many of these 

people among us do 
not understand a local 

language, so how will 
they hear the Good News 

of Salvation through Jesus 
Christ? We need missionaries to 

cross the borders of culture, language 
and other religions even in our own country to 
reach people with Christ’s message of salvation. 

As SIM, we declare: “We are convinced that 
no one should live and die without hearing God’s 
good news, we believe that He has called us to 
make disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in commu-
nities where He is least known”. Are you available? 
To send, to serve, to pray, to support? 

By Hildegard Steiner, SIM South Africa Chief Personnel Officer

An incomplete task remains relevant
Why Missions?

Photo by Brian Heffron
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We do not 
necessarily have to 

travel to the furthest corners 
of the world, but the “world”, 

nations, are coming to us. Many 
of these people among us do not 
understand a local language, so 

how will they hear the Good 
News of Salvation through 

Jesus Christ?
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Is God calling you into His service?
Do you wonder how you might contribute to His work of redeeming the world?

He has a place for you to use the gifts and talents He has given you; perhaps it is with us.

We have many opportunities to serve the Lord in global missions in South Africa and 
around the world. Call +27 (0) 21-715-3200 or email za.sendingenquiries@sim.org to begin a 
conversation with us.
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