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Dear SIM Friends,
God first, and going forward! It is with great
excitement and joy that we bring to you our new
edition of SIMnow. We are grateful for the good
feedback and lovely comments we received for the
last magazine, with much appreciation for all our
readers.
Our office has undergone a restructuring.
Two of our staff members, Cindy Wright and
Randall Sheldon, ended their service in October
after long careers. Cindy began serving with
Africa Evangelical Fellowship (AEF) in 1996 as
the secretary and general assistant in the office
and has served with SIM since its 1998 merger
with AEF; for many years, she has been a vital
member of the team responsible for publishing
this magazine. Randall has served in many roles
since 2006, including in personnel and operations
management. So it is with heart-felt gratitude that
I thank them for their contributions and pray that
God will graciously lead them and their families
into new endeavours.
We are excited to report the appointments
of long-term missionaries in three vital areas
of ministry. Nicoline Zwikker is our new chief
operating officer, having joined SIM from KwaZulu
Natal after a successful career in a large multinational company. Her role allows me more time to
focus on vision, strategy, and relationship building
and facilitates spreading the gospel throughout
South Africa and further afield.
A new missionary has begun ministry in East
Asia, and ambassadors are now in the Karoo
region of Western Cape. Ambassadors fruitfully
promote SIM’s ministries, reaching communities
where many are living and dying without Christ.
Your prayers aided us to find and train two other
couples who are in the appointment process.
Our ambassador search travelled to seven
provinces, making motivations and raising
awareness of our mission with the new face of SIM
South Africa, touching the inner communities of
South Africa. We are delighted that our last edition
of SIMnow reached new partners across the globe.
We are content to be part of a global SIM team of
70 nationalities serving in 70 nations. “Declare
His glory among the nations, His marvellous
deeds among all peoples” (Psalms 96:3). We have

seen an unprecedented mission
movement among
our SIM churches,
AEC (a team went
from Limpopo to
Botswana) and
ECSA (a team
went from KZN
to NW, Botswana
Photo by Brian Heffron
and Zambia, also
planting churches in India and Zimbabwe).
We are delighted to include a special section
on Christmas in this issue, presenting a few
stories of how Christmas is celebrated in some
other parts of the world where our missionaries
are directly involved in proclaiming the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ. “For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given, and the government will be
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).
Celebrations of Christ’s birth begin by mid-October in South Africa. We have witnessed throughout SA: all townships, shopping centres and malls
are bursting with Christmas trees, glittering lights
and décor. Decorations adorn cities and airports,
as the churches prepare for the Advent of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Some of our churches share the
gospel in open-air meetings, in which my family
participated in the past, while others share God’s
love by other means.
Join with us in our excitement as we take the
Gospel of Christ within the borders of South
Africa and our missionaries declare His Glory
among the nations and around the world, with
their shepherding skills in intentional discipleship, nurturing others to become maturing
followers of Christ. Your partnership is highly
appreciated and vital to our mission.
Thank you again for your sincere prayers and
sacrificial support.
Serving together in discipling the nations,

Rev Dr Pookkattu Paul,
SIM Southern Africa Interim Director
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Interim director and wife in 26th year of South African ministry
Text & photos by Brian Heffron, SIM Southern Africa Service Centre Media Coordinator

There was no question for Pookkattu and Molly
Paul about whether he should accept the invitation
to be SIM South Africa’s interim director.
“Our theme in our ministry for the last few
years was ‘finish well,’ because we are thinking of
finishing our work and leaving the field. And the
international director asked, ‘Why don’t you finish
well, taking this responsibility?’” said Pookkattu.
“And we felt the need and we obeyed that call.”
Pookkattu and Molly have been obeying God’s
call as missionaries to South Africa since 1994.
They came as AEF missionaries and began by
planting an evangelical church in Mogwase,
Northwest Province. Until that time, AEC
churches had been planted among the African
community and ECSA ones among the Indian
community, but apartheid had kept groups of
believers separated.
“The mission had a vision to have a different
church where all the cultures and nations sit
together to worship God,” Pookkattu said. “We
had to start a new church, a new ministry in a new
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format without connecting AEC or ECSA in it.”
The church, Community Bible Church
Mogwase, continues to meet in the building that
they all dedicated on 8 February 1998.
The Pauls also developed pastoral care,
discipleship, leadership development and miner
ministries, and they were founding members of
International Miners Ministry South Africa in
2006. Two years later, Pookkattu became SIM
South Africa’s director of personnel and member
care for Gauteng and Northwest provinces.
Molly also had ministries for women and
children, saying that she enjoys bringing the
comfort of God’s Word and gospel to women who
are hurting.
“My Sunday school students, some of them are
the leaders of the church today. That is a great joy
to see,” she said.
Throughout their years of ministry, helping
people come to know the Lord and become mature
followers who share Him with others has been
a joyful extension of their own salvation. They

were each born and raised in Christian homes
in India but did not truly understand salvation
until they were at university. Pookkattu thought
that growing up in a Christian home meant he was
a Christian, and Molly, raised Syrian Orthodox,
thought salvation depended on good works and
sacrifices. Each learned and accepted the gospel at
separate youth events; Pookkattu from a Christian
speaker who’d grown up Muslim, and Molly from
a pastor.
“I heard the gospel through the preacher that
day—that it is the blood of Christ who washes my
sin; my good works will not take me to Heaven,”
she said, adding that she accepted Christ that day.
She and Pookkattu were each blessed with
supportive families who have since accepted
Christ themselves (some have even entered
ministry), although Molly was initially afraid
what her family’s reaction would be. Within two
weeks, her father had written back to say he was
happy about her salvation and had also accepted
the Lord.

Molly said that he had also quoted to her
from Luke 9:62, saying, “Molly, you must always
remember, ‘No man who puts his hand to the
plough and turns back is fit for the kingdom ....
That verse really kept me going, and when the
challenges came in my life, the Lord kept on
reminding me about my dad and the verse that
he sent me.”
Pookkattu and Molly still have relatives in
India, although they became US citizens in 2004.
They have three children, all grown and
married, and seven grandchildren. Their two
daughters were born in Zambia, and their son
was born in the United States, where he is in a
medical residency. Their eldest daughter and her
husband and four children live in Scotland, where
he is studying for a Ph.D. in New Testament at the
University of Edinburgh. Their second daughter
and her husband, together with their three
children, serve in ministry in Bhopal, India.
During their youth in India, Pookkattu trained
as a dental technician and Molly as a registered
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nurse and a midwife. They worked in those fields
for many years, including for the Zambian Ministry
of Health at a university hospital in Lusaka.
It was there that their Christian life directed
them to missionary work. They were being
discipled by AEF missionaries and began volunteering in cross-cultural ministry. Realising
their need for proper training, they followed
their mentors’ recommendations and enrolled
in Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, USA. At a
conference there, a preacher spoke about God’s
desire for young people to get involved in missions
and asked people to stand up and commit their
lives to full-time ministry.
“I didn’t know my husband would be standing
up and he didn’t know I would be standing up, and
by God’s grace, we both stood on the same day at
the same time, so the call came to both of us on
the same day and we accepted on that same day,”
Molly said. “We really thank God for that.”
Pookkattu believes that their ministry experiences in South Africa, his master’s studies in
planting cross-cultural churches and doctoral
studies on how apartheid influenced attitudes
toward Christianity and the gospel, and his time
on the SIM board have all helped prepare him to
be interim director.
“The procedures and practices of the
post-apartheid era are vital for going forward with
God and proclaiming the truth of Christ in South
Africa,” Pookkattu said.
“The ethos of South Africa affects the whole
6
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Southern Africa ministry
of our mission.”
His main hopes and
goals for the position
are to set the stage for
the next director to lead
effectively, efficiently,
and engagingly for new
communities.
“There were so many
stumbling blocks. It is
possibly because people
from non-SIM backgrounds came in and
didn’t understand the
history and ministry of
what happened in South
Africa (over) the last 20
years, so God is clearly
showing me that we have to make some changes,
drastic changes,” he said.
The changes include recruiting and training
mission ambassadors for all provinces of South
Africa, engaging with and recruiting missionaries
from communities across the nation, and establishing more pioneering efforts in evangelism and
other ministries.
The mission is also pursuing a long-held goal
of relocating our headquarters to a larger facility
that would enable community outreach ministries
to be part of the daily bread of the office.
Please pray:
✝✝ that God will raise up men and women, especially young people, to catch His vision and
become missionaries and ambassadors in
all provinces, ensuring a holistic ministry
impact within every community within the
borders of South Africa.
✝✝ that we will lead this organisation with wisdom from God and balance in healthy,
multicultural team leadership, and that we
move as the Lord gives us grace and mercy
to finish well.
✝✝ for the changes happening in SIM South
Africa in sending and receiving, finance
management, IT and communications,
recruiting and sending, and representing
SIM across all South Africa.

How to pray for missionaries
Many Christians are willing to pray for their
brothers and sisters representing Christ as
missionaries, but they sometimes wonder how to
do so. One option is this daily pattern.
Sunday: Spiritual Life. Pray for them
to have time to read, pray and be still in God’s
presence; to grow in their relationship with God;
to have good fellowship with other believers; and
to represent Christ with integrity, reliability, and
consistency.
Monday: Personal Life. Pray for their relationships with those near to them and those dear
ones far from them; for their parents and family in
their passport country; for friendships with their
neighbours in their service country; and for their
health and safety.
Tuesday: Communication. Pray for them to
make progress in language study and in adapting
to their new culture, customs, and people. Pray
for them to have clarity, creativity and relevance
in reaching, preaching and teaching.
Wed nesday: Relat ionships. Pray
for strong, fruitful relationships with other
Christians, colleagues, and local church leaders,

as well as with their sending churches and prayer
supporters. Pray for them to receive messages of
encouragement from family and supporters.
Thursday: Evangelism. Pray for them to
have boldness and wisdom in proclaiming the
gospel and for godly, sensitive, Spirit-led ministry
to those around them. Pray for their neighbours
to have hungry hearts and spiritually open eyes,
and for the establishment of Christ’s church and
local missionaries.
Friday: Discipleship. Pray for them to give
and receive patience and empathy, for them to
encourage new believers and to be encouraged
themselves. Pray for them to have and to foster
wisdom and discernment and to help the local
church develop local leaders.
Saturday: Their Country. Pray for those in
authority to have God’s wisdom and compassion
in leading the country, for peace and stability, for
the economy to prosper for all, and for justice and
religious freedom to be available to all the people.
Pray for the missionaries to have favour with local
officials, for visa renewals and work permits to be
granted fairly and smoothly.

Pray
We at SIM are a people of prayer, seeking God’s
guidance, peace, and providence in all we do.
Joining us in prayer is a powerful way to
participate in the Great Commission; we
thank God for all who do so.
Sign up for our monthly prayer
letter, “Pray Today,” and
consider joining or forming
a local prayer group.
Email sim.sa@sim.org to receive “Pray Today.” Thank you for your prayers.
Stock image from pxhere.com
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Healing the wounds of emotional trauma with God’s word and love
What is Bible-Based Trauma Healing?

A healing group experience

By Brian Heffron, SIM Southern Africa Service Centre Media Coordinator

Text and photos by Megan Jackson, SIM South Africa Missionary

After people experience traumatic events,
questions and grief often linger and affect their
relationships and their understanding of God.
SIM South Africa is helping them deal with
their emotional trauma, forgive others, and
live free of those burdens through Bible-Based
Trauma Healing, a programme established by a
SIM partner.
“This course helps a layperson to understand
different traumas that people go through, and how
to basically help or direct others to the processes
of the necessary healing,” said Interim Director
Pookkattu Paul.
Pookkattu took the week-long class with his
wife Molly (and this writer) in 2018 at SIM USA’s
headquarters in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Submitted photo

The training provides a broad understanding
of trauma and how it affects people. Central
lessons focus on God’s nature and goodness even
in the face of suffering and on taking their pain
to the cross. Additional topics include different
types of trauma (such as domestic abuse, rape,
suicide, addictions, and HIV/AIDS) and stages
(often recurring or overlapping) of dealing with
it. Lessons also address expressing laments,
differences in how trauma affects children and
adults, helpful listening, secondary trauma,
and the importance of caregivers taking care of
themselves.
Participants in the training learn about each
8
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topic through reading, discussion, and practice,
working through each lesson in addition to
learning about them.
Those who complete the training can host and
facilitate Healing Groups, in which participants
work through their griefs and questions as they
learn about God. Some participants might also
need professional counselling or more intensive
help, such as 12-step programmes, so facilitators
are trained to refer them to those services as
needed.
Pookkattu said that when he and Molly heard
of the training, they immediately knew it would be
very helpful to their work mentoring and caring
for pastors, church leaders, missionaries, and the
gold and platinum mining community.
“South Africa is a Rainbow Nation with unique
challenges,” Pookkattu said. “Believers and
leaders in ministry are struggling with issues
of many different past traumas related to the
influence of evil things that happened to them
culturally, traditionally.... Historically, South
Africa was influenced by the apartheid system,
and that lingers in every aspect of the church and
the believers’ growth and maturity.”
About a dozen other members of the South
Africa team have also completed the initial
equipping sessions, which have been presented
in Cape Town, Johannesburg, and Mseleni, KZN
over the past year.

To find out about Bible
Based Trauma Healing
training sessions or
healing groups near you,
call +27 (0) 21-715-3200
or email sim.sa@sim.org

I have just completed a six-week healing group
with a group of women, and it was truly awe-inspiring to see God work in their hearts and see
visible change within them. This has been valuable
not only for their own healing but also for their
communities, as they can be lights of healing back
in their own homes.
When I first attended the initial Trauma Healing
workshop, I was so inspired by the materials and
the value of this kind of training. Many people do
not get the opportunity or have the financial means
to see a counsellor and process their emotional
traumas. Therefore, many people walk around
with hurts, traumas and issues that have never
been explored, understood or dealt with.
Here I am a year later, having just completed
this group, and I can say I believe in the value of
this even more. Together with other facilitators,
I led a healing group every Saturday morning
over six weeks to a group of thirteen women (and
occasionally one gentleman). These women live
in an informal settlement where gangsterism,
daily shootings and abuse are normal life. Each
is burdened by years of trauma, whether experienced themselves or seen in their communities.
As we spoke about what trauma is, how it
affects behaviour, the stages of grief, talking
through difficult things like rape and child abuse,
I could sense that these women were grappling
with memories rising to the surface. As they had
a safe space to talk through these things, face
them and bring them to the cross, slowly healing
began. I hope that their healing will continue as
God continues His great work.
One of the reasons why I was attracted to this
programme is that it can be used to reach those
who otherwise may not have access to it. This is a
tool to help transform the face of South Africa as
a nation. In many communities throughout our
land (like the one these ladies came from), people
carry traumas on top of traumas and years of grief
and hurt that they have never had a safe place to
talk about and experience healing. By giving a

space to deal with their traumas and gain healing,
hurting people could find relief from bitterness,
anger and pain in their hearts. Second, it helps
them be aware of others’ traumas and how those
affect people around them in their communities.
As Cisca, a participant, wrote, “I am still raw
but much lighter, and I feel my heart is so much
open to see [sic] that I must watch out for other
little girls to keep them safe. I am very privileged
to have such people sent my way to chisel away at
my heart, which was like stone.”
I believe God used this tool over the past few
weeks to bring healing to these women, and I
believe He continues to heal. I hope that this could
be used in many spaces throughout our communities where we minister here in South Africa.
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Cover Story

Reaching out to the children in KwaZulu-Natal
Text & photos by Brian Heffron, SIM Southern Africa Service Centre Media Coordinator

SIM South Africa is helping to provide Christ’s
love to people hurting in many ways in the Mduku
region of KwaZulu-Natal.
Lulisandla Kumntwana (“Reach out to the
child” in isiZulu) is a ministry that visits widows
and orphans in their distress, provides food for
their basic needs, and advocates for them and for
people suffering medically and socially as a result
of having HIV or tuberculosis.
“You really need a multifaceted approach,
because people don’t have one problem; they have
lots of problems,” said Rachel Fredlund, a veteran
SIM missionary from the United Kingdom. “As
you get to know people, you get more involved in
their needs.”
Rachel and her husband, Dr. Victor Fredlund,
helped start the ministry over fourteen years ago.
It has two paid coordinators, about 150 volunteers
from local churches, and hundreds of children and
families who benefit from their help.
“What I enjoy most is to see people changing
their lives. Doing this work, it gives me peace
10
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when I see people improving their lives,” said
Saziso Nhleko, a program coordinator who has
been with the programme for fourteen years.
Saziso and other programme workers partner
with schools and churches to provide homework
clubs and youth events with dramas and music,
visit impoverished families weekly to encourage
and check on them, and deliver food to them
monthly. Many of the families they help are
headed by the eldest sibling after being orphaned,
which often makes them (especially the girls)
vulnerable to problems and those who take
advantage of them.
The programme also provides life skills, helps
people arrange medicines, and educates communities on loving their suffering neighbours rather
than stigmatizing them. Anti-retroviral medicines
(ARVs) are available to treat the complications
caused by having HIV, but Saziso said many
people don’t get them because of the stigma,
gossip, teasing, bullying, isolation and discrimination. The ministry also offers support groups for

This woman struggles to take care of her family
and several orphans she has taken in, but Lulisandla
Kumntwana workers bring her help and hope through
regular check-ins and monthly food deliveries. Her
daughter and grandchild grace our cover this issue.
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“As Christians, we show the love of Jesus
by visiting them, taking care of them
and reading Bible stories to them.”
teenagers with HIV, addressing such topics
as discrimination, dating, marriage, and
whether they can have children themselves
someday.
“You can get the drugs, but what do you
do with all the questions?” Rachel asked.
Saziso told of one young girl who was
stigmatized because of ARVs; she dropped
out of school and tried to commit suicide.
Lulisandla Kumntwana got involved and
had a meeting with the community. Freed
from the mistreatment, the girl was able to
recover and is now back in school.
“As an organisation, we are taking a
stand against tuberculosis and HIV stigma
and discrimination,” Saziso said. “We are
trying to make hot spots of discrimination
into safe spots, showing them God’s love.”
By walking alongside people through
so many problems, they are building relationships, teaching people about Jesus,
and demonstrating His love.

SIMnow

By Brian Heffron, SIM Southern Africa Service Centre Media Coordinator

“Before, they didn’t have the opportunity to learn the
Bible,” Saziso said, adding that many people in the area
worship a Zulu man said to be equal to Jesus.
“Now, children have the chance to ask the difference between the two, and they realize (the truth). As
Christians, we show the love of Jesus by visiting them,
taking care of them and reading Bible stories to them.”

Lulisandla Kumntwana programme coordinator Saziso Nhleko visits a family of siblings.
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Getting God’s word to a car guard

Photo by Brian Heffron

One of the things I have most enjoyed about
my ministry has been meeting people during my
travels.
My official ministry has long been journalism,
visiting my fellow missionaries to help tell their
stories, but we always knew everyday life would be
part of our overall ministry. Clerks and car guards
at markets and shopping centres, fellow pedestrians, people waiting for buses, and homeless
people have all been opportunities for showing
the love of Christ, sharing the gospel, and blessing
others with a cool drink of water, a morsel of food,
or even a few rand for a shelter.
Many of those encounters continued into
friendships near our home, but others have instead
been one-time acquaintances. To spend a moment
sharing Christ with another person created in His
image is always a joy and blessing, but sometimes
it has been bitter-sweet to be unable to continue
a relationship.
That made it especially joyful when a colleague
and I worked together to get a Bible to a car guard
in Durban.
I met Joseph on my last night in Durban. He
was at a shopping centre where I’d gone to grab
some biltong; he noticed my tripod and struck
up a conversation about photography, which he
also enjoys. We talked about our families, about
my work and ministry, about the Lord, and about
the Bible. I asked if he had a Bible, and he (from
the Democratic Republic of Congo), said he had
one in French but would like one in English. I had

none with me but was happy to get him one from
the shopping centre, but none of its stores sold
books. There was no time to get to another store
before closing and no time before my flight in the
morning, so I apologized that I could not get him
such a modest and worthwhile request; he was
very gracious, as I have generally found car guards
to be. We talked a bit more, prayed, and parted.
Later, I contacted my colleague Eugene,
whose ministry I had visited earlier that week.
I described Joseph, our interaction, and my
inability to get a Bible to him, and Eugene agreed
to help. A few weeks later, Eugene and one of his
students (also from DRC) were able to deliver a
Bible and a greeting from me to Joseph.
“It is my pleasure to send that Bible to Joseph.
It all went well. The first stop in that parking, the
first person we asked was Joseph himself. It is
easy totally [sic],” Eugene later messaged me.
I’m grateful to have met Joseph, to have helped
get him a copy of God’s Word, and that God used
all of us together to demonstrate again how He
connects and blesses us all through our interactions with those around us.
Please pray:
✝✝ for us to see the strangers among us as God
sees them and for us to bring His love and
word to them.
✝✝ for those in need to be treated well and graciously by all those they encounter.

Photo by Eugene Chuang
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Absence from family and friends, unfamiliar traditions, and
different understandings (even among fellow believers) of what
Christmas is and how to celebrate it can make the most joyful
season bitter-sweet, confusing or difficult for many believers
serving the Lord far from their original home.
We asked some of our members to share what Christmas is
like where they live and work. We hope their stories remind you
to pray for them and their colleagues—and especially for those
people amongst whom they serve, both believers and others.
Cross photo by Brian Heffron; “Christmas around the world” illustration by Brian Heffron using an image from pxhere.com

Special Section: Christmas around the world

15

East Asia

Ethiopia

By Francois*, SIM South Africa Missionary

In my early days in East Asia, I would say that
most people had no idea what Christmas is about.
With this area opening up to the world, though,
they have taken notice of the biggest celebration
in the West and begun to celebrate it, too.
Here, it is called “The Holy Birth Festival”, but
because they got all their ideas about Christmas
from the current West, it has nothing to do with
the “Holy Birth”. Most Christmas movies show
only big Christmas trees, lots of decorations, and
children being drowned in gifts, but very little of
Christ.
Today, even if you were to go into a remote
village, the villagers would probably recognize
the round, bearded face of Father Christmas
but would not be able to tell you anything about
Christmas. In cities, though, the streets and malls
are starting to look very similar to the streets and
malls in our own country around Christmas time,
littered with Christmas lights, Christmas trees
and large presents under the tree.
These are all the worldly sights of Christmas,
but the real meaning of Christmas is largely
unknown. Most people here know very little or
nothing about the Holy Child that was born to
Just as the eye needs the hand and the body
depends on many parts, the work of SIM depends
on the financial support of those who love the Lord
and want to help pursue His Great Commission.
Your financial support enables projects, equips
people and expands God’s kingdom.

By Naomi Charlton, SIM South Africa Missionary

become the Saviour of the world, born to pay for
the sins of these people, too.
Because this land is closed to the gospel, it is
very difficult to share openly about Christ. We
always look forward to Christmas, because it is
a natural and perfect opportunity to share about
Him. Everyone wants to know about Western
Culture and its traditions, including how to
celebrate Christmas.
Therefore, around Christmas time, many
Christian foreign teachers invite students to their
homes to share about Christmas—to share about
Someone who can bring them new and eternal life.
Not only foreign Christians but local Christians,
too, take the opportunity to celebrate Christmas
in a way where they can share Christ with those
who do not know and believe.
In coming to East Asia, the Christmas celebration—even though it is very secular and commercialized—has opened some doors for the gospel.
Please pray with us that this Christmas, God
would open the hearts and eyes of more Asian
people to the truth of the gospel through the celebration of Christmas.
* Name has been changed.

Give

If you are able to support this work financially,
then gifts can be given at SIM.org.za/donate/
or through the following bank details:
SIM Southern Africa
Standard Bank, Blue Route
Branch Code: 025609
Account Number: 072877014
Please Reference: Partnership and send a
proof of payment to za.finance@sim.org or fax
+27 (0) 21-715-3220.
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It was really strange for me on my first
Christmas here that on 25 December the school
next door still had school and our Ethiopian staff
still came to work.
When we think of Christmas, we think of
the 25th of December. However, in Ethiopia,
Christmas (called “Gena”) is celebrated on the 7th
of January (29 Tahsas), because Ethiopia has a
different calendar. Its year has 13 months, and the
New Year is celebrated on the 11th of September.
There is also a different way of telling time, but
that is a story for another day.
About 59 percent of Ethiopians are Christians,
and there are three main branches of Christianity
here: Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant.
Christians are free to celebrate Christmas as a
family, but this means different things to different
people. For some, it is not really about the birth
of Christ but more about a day to eat a lot of great
food after fasting. Protestants will acknowledge
that it is the day Christ was born. On the day of
Gena, Orthodox Christians will not go to church,
as they would have gone the day before. However,
Protestants may go to church. The whole day is
dedicated to celebrating as a family.
On the eve of Gena, a representative from
each Christian denomination will make a speech.
The Orthodox priest always goes first. Then
the head of the Ethiopian Catholic Church will
speak, followed by someone from the Protestant
Church Association. This is generally wishing the
Ethiopian Christians a good Christmas, and they
may give some advice as well.
Orthodox Christians fast before Christmas, so
the women work hard all through the day before
preparing a feast to break the fast. In the evening,
the men and children go to church, while the
women finish making the food.
On the day of Gena, the fast is broken with
many favourites and delicacies. These include
kitfo (a dish of raw minced beef and spices),
several varieties of wet (spiced stews or curries,
usually with meat), and breads. Doro wet (chicken
stew) is mainly eaten on special occasions. Injera,
a spongy sourdough bread, is a staple in Ethiopia.

Eaten for breakfast, lunch and supper, it looks like
a big pancake and is made from teff, the seeds of a
type of grass. Some families may also get a sheep
or buy an ox that will be shared by a few families;
the wealthier families may have both.
In order to spread and reinforce the true
meaning of Christmas—celebrating the birth
of Jesus Christ—it is common for evangelical
churches to have a few days of conferences where
members are encouraged to bring non-believers.
This not only happens at Christmas but will also
take place over New Year and Easter (which gets
celebrated a week later than in other places).
Conferences start on the Monday of the week
of the celebration. Churches in one area will
generally talk to each other and take turns to run
the conferences. It is a good time where churches
unite and work together.
About 33 percent of the people are Muslims.
They, and even some Christians, do not know the
true meaning of Christmas. To them, it is more
about the food and spending time with family.
Let us pray for Ethiopian Christians to know the
true meaning of Christmas and for Protestants to
speak out about this.

Submitted photo
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Paraguay

North Africa
By Maria*, SIM South Africa Worker

“Happy Holidays of Birth!” This is how we say
“Merry Christmas” here!
Those of us who love Jesus would also add that
this is the day of Jesus’ birth. What a wonderful
way to rejoice together with neighbours who
know you, taxi drivers and all those who share
life with you. They get to know the real reason why
Christians celebrate this day as a holiday!
As I live and work in a majority Islamic country,
Christmas is not a national holiday. Mostly,
the local children will be in the middle of their
exams and adults will be doing their work, but
Christians will be given time off to celebrate. As
I am also known to be a Christian, the locals will
acknowledge that I celebrate Christmas and will
start wishing me “Merry Christmas” a few weeks
in advance.
The denomination here with the highest
percentage of Christians uses a different date from
Western Christians for celebrating Christmas, so
believers here can have a double Christmas. I
celebrate with my group of friends on the Western
dates and (if possible) with my local Christian
friends on their dates.
I love celebrating Christmas here in my neighbourhood, as one does not get bombarded with
stores belting out songs and tempting people to

By Yvonne Cameron, SIM South Africa Missionary

overdo the shopping. Some small stores along the
roads will sell Christmas decorations, as people
here love the bling. Many will also put up decorations but then never actually take them down. I
have become a bit like this as well. I have noticed
that the big malls where the wealthy and other
expats frequent have a big commercial focus
during the Christmas season.
My local friends love to cook big meals and
invite a range of friends to join together. The
hospitality here is normally quite excessive, as it
is their way of showing love, so visitors must be
prepared for a huge feast. We will then use this
time to share encouraging stories and maybe even
have our “cousins” over to show what the day is
all about. We also love to sing together, and gifts
are a wonderful way to share that Christ brought
the Gift of Life!
Every year, one of the highlights is to be able to
share the Christmas message through the annual
church pageant. The tradition has become so
popular that the big evangelical church puts on
an afternoon performance and an evening one.
Many locals come, as they are always inquisitive
to see what is happening behind the big curtain.
The wise men enter on real camels, and real sheep
get brought in by the shepherds. It is one of the
few times local cousins
can walk into an expat
church without being
removed by the police,
and we have much police
and security to ensure a
safe time together.
December may have
cold weather as one
of our winter months
here, but the people
and celebrations are
warm, and our double
Chr istmas prov ides
many wonderful opportunities to share with our
friends and neighbours.
Submitted photo
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* Name has been changed.

Of all the things we might associate with
Christmas, no South African would probably
ever include palm flowers and watermelons; one
may even wonder what the flower of a palm tree,
or mbokaja, looks like. But for Paraguayans,
the fragrance of this large coco flower is most
emblematic of Christmastime!
The 8th of December marks the time for
Christmas preparation here, as many make a
pilgrimage to the statue of the Virgin of Caacupé
to plead—often on hands and knees—for a blessing
for the coming year.
Families then each create a pesebre, or nativity
scene. Placed in a nook of the patio, these are
made of ceramic or carved figures and are ornately
decorated with coloured lights and native plants,
flowers and fruits. The palm flower, with its rich
yellow colour and sweet aroma, represents the
gifts given by the wise men. With the completion
of seven years of creating the pesebre, Baby Jesus
is said to grant the child’s petition.
At dawn on the 24th of December, men gather
to prepare pork and chicken, and women mix
dough to make chipa guazu and sopa paraguaya,
variations of yellow corn-based cheese breads
baked in the tatakua, clay oven, as well as pan
dulce (sweet raisin bread) and fruit salads in wine
to share in abundance with visitors.
Extended family groups gather during
Christmas Eve or Noche Buena, visiting neighbours and awaiting midnight, when children
kiss the statue of Baby Jesus and loud fireworks
are set off, making the smell of gunpowder the
second-most associated smell of Christmastime
(after the mbokaja flower). The special Christmas
meal is eaten together at midnight to celebrate the
birthday of Baby Jesus, not the arrival of Santa
Claus leaving gifts under trees. Gift giving (for
children only) is done on the 6th of January to
commemorate the arrival of the oriental kings.
Christmas day itself, or Niño Ára, is simply
spent together eating food prepared the day
before, reflecting the central importance of being
with extended family at Christmas. This is an
aspect which makes it a particularly hard day for

us being far from our own families.
Christmas always does, however, provide ample
time to visit with neighbours and especially youth
to talk about how Baby Jesus is now our powerful
King of Kings, who is as near as a friend and ready
to bless at all times.
Please pray that this Christmas, Paraguayan
believers may bear a strong, loving witness to
their families about receiving Jesus as the only
Saviour, Redeemer and Judge of all, not a mere
babe in arms anymore.

Stock image from pxhere.com
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Senegal

Thailand

By Jules & Marie-Josee Kazura, SIM South Africa Missionaries

To many outside of Senegal, it would make
sense to assume that Christmas is not celebrated
in such a predominantly Muslim country—after
all, about 94 percent of Senegal’s 14 million people
are Muslim.
Surprisingly, though, on the 25th of December,
Christmas is everywhere in Senegal.
Anyone taking a walk in the streets on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will see
businesses and street vendors everywhere
selling blow-up Santas, plastic Christmas trees
with cotton snowballs and ornaments. Some
merchants, banks and other big stores decorate
their stores and offices; some even have Father
Christmas above the door and Christmas trees
inside.
How can this be?
About five percent of the people are Christians,
mostly from the Roman Catholic Church, but such
a small minority would not enjoy such religious
freedom in every country. Senegal, however, is a
bright spot of religious tolerance, and Christians
can celebrate Christmas freely.
Muslims in Senegal recognize Jesus (Issa) as a
prophet, although they do not generally celebrate
the date of his birth. Most view Christmas as a
secular holiday that is meant for children and
families. Senegalese like holidays, and the country

Submitted photo
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has them in plenty: Muslim holidays, Christian
holidays and some other international holidays.
Christmas is one of them, along with Easter and
others.
To many people, holidays are an opportunity
to share, to relax and to strengthen relationships. Muslims say that they do not officially and
religiously celebrate Christmas but also affirm
that Catholics are good neighbours, so why not
celebrate with them?
On the eve of Christmas, some Christians bake
cookies or cakes and then deliver plates of treats
to their Senegalese neighbours. Churches can have
an overnight celebration with singing or dancing.
On Christmas day, Christians go to church.
Although Muslims do not attend the church
services, some Muslims do give gifts to their
children, and most will accept invitations to
celebrate with Christians at their homes.
Because French is one of Senegal’s official
languages, Christmas is called Noël. Friends who
know that we are Christians will greet us and say
“Joyeux Noël,” meaning Merry Christmas.
For us, Christmas day is one of our busiest.
It is a season when Muslims allow Christians to
proclaim Jesus freely. To proclaim Christ, we use
different strategies. Sometimes we give Christmas
gifts to children in villages and children from
low-income families. We use the opportunity to
proclaim the good news to children and their
family members.
To strengthen our relationships, neighbours
and friends expect us to share something with
them. Therefore, we take the opportunity to invite
them for a Christmas meal, and we explain to
them the meaning of Jesus’ birth, which is taken
by many as just a simple holiday. When not able
to host friends in our home, we bake cookies and
take them to their homes, wishing them “Joyeux
Noël” and taking a few minutes to explain the real
meaning and reason of the coming of Jesus Christ
in this world.
We are grateful to be blessed by such opportunities and freedoms where the Lord has called
us to serve.

By Jonathan Thomas, SIM South Africa Missionary

It all started around 4:30 am, when I dragged
myself out of bed, still exhausted from hosting a
party the night before.
For most of Nakhon Si Thammarat, South
Thailand, it was just another day. Kids would be
going to school, parents would be going to work,
and all the stores, offices and banks would be open
for business as usual. But for the local church and
we missionaries working with them, it was more
than the 25th of December, it was Christmas.
For most Thai people, Christmas is about Santa
Claus, presents and Christmas trees. Many people
don’t know its true meaning, which is one of the
reasons most missionaries will put together an
evening party filled with fun, food, gifts and a
presentation of the Saviour’s birth and plan for
the redemption of this world. It is always well
attended and was well worth staying up late. Our
local church’s 5 am candlelight meeting was also
well worth getting up early.
We managed to get to the church on time
(although without any coffee), only to find the
meeting’s leader come up to me and say, “You’re
saying the opening prayer”. No problem, right?
When it’s in a language you’ve spoken your whole
life, piece of cake! When it’s in a language you’re
currently studying, at a special meeting, without
coffee...choke! I said a few confident words, and it
was all over in a blink, everyone satisfied.
After the meeting, I rushed back home to have
breakfast and then took our son Samuel to his
special Christmas school event. Being a normal
school day, some Thai schools put together a
special programme. The local Christmas experts
(i.e., the missionaries) were also asked to do a
song, so I had some more preparations to do
myself. We arrived at a hall full of excited primary
schoolers dressed in the colours of Christmas, all
red and green.
Oh, no! Samuel was in blue; well, he is the odd
foreign kid anyway, so he fitted right in. There was
also a last-minute change to our music item, but
the new one worked perfectly with the restless
crowd. Christmas in Thailand is associated with
fun and festivity, so many of these events are

Jonathan & Genine Thomas family
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high-energy and loud. No renditions of Silent
Night or Away in a Manger here.
I arrived home around lunchtime, anticipating the next appointment. Back home we would
have a special Christmas lunch, but Christmas is
a normal day in Thailand with many opportunities to present the gospel. Most missionaries on
our team put together special community events,
which are very well attended. We are the only ones
who really celebrate the day anyway. Our team
Christmas lunch is normally the 26th or 27th.
Around 4 pm, I drove about 30 to 40 km with a
colleague to a funeral service at a Buddhist temple
(this time, I got the dress code right). It was a great
time hearing the gospel proclaimed at a temple
and standing together with the few Christians in
this particular community, even though this was
not a Christian funeral. Most funerals have to be
held at the local temple as they are the only public
facilities for cremation, and there are no Christian
or public cemeteries.
Needing some peaceful rest myself, I returned
home around 7 or 8 pm. I’d had to say no to
carolling with local Christians; the day had just
been too long and hectic, especially on so little
sleep. Here, Christmas is not a quiet, restful
holiday of reflecting on and appreciating our
Saviour but instead an active working day of
events and obligations—and opportunities to
share Him and His word and to come alongside
others who love and follow Him as they reach out
to their neighbours.

Read more about Christmas
in other cultures at SIM.org.za
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The Chosen Ones

In KwaZulu-Natal’s Valley of a Thousand Hills,
SIM workers help show God’s love to the
children of iKhethelo Children’s Village

Text & photos by Brian Heffron

SIM Southern Africa Service Centre Media Coordinator
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iKhethelo is a child and youth care center operating for orphaned and abandoned
children under the Children’s Act of South Africa. It was originally known as
Makaphutu, from the isiZulu words for maize and mother, named after a woman
who became known as that for feeding porridge to street children. Although they
loved her, the children didn’t like the name Makaphutu because it sounded like poverty, so they picked the name iKhethelo, which means “the chosen ones” in isiZulu.

David, his wife Janenne, and their daughter
Rachel have been SIM missionaries at iKhethelo
since 2015, the parents leaving their previous
careers in Australia to follow the Lord’s leading
and their daughter’s example of pursuing
Christian service.

The children renamed
the village iKhethelo,
which means
“the chosen ones”
in isiZulu.

“Uncle David! Uncle David! Look!” shouted a
child while blowing bubbles. Playing with the
children is an important part of providing a
nurturing, loving home experience for them.

SIM missionary David Hay said that his family’s dogs (Roxy, below left, and Pippa, below right) also
help the children. Because many of the children come from backgrounds that don’t traditionally have
pets, David said, they often have trouble relating to them. Learning to be comfortable around dogs
helps them now and in the future to interact safely and positively with other people’s animals.
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A long, faithful journey
Earlier this year, long-time SIM South Africa missionary Alfred Paetzold went
home to be with the Lord after a long and difficult battle with a physical disease.
But through it all, his spirit stayed strong and focused on God’s kingdom. Here, his
beloved wife shares about the challenges of moving from one calling into another.
By Belinda Paetzold, SIM South Africa Missionary

The last thing I saw as we left our village was
three grown men crying, and it wasn’t just a tear
rolling down a cheek—it was falling down on knees
and weeping.
A few months before this traumatic last
goodbye, we were on our way back to South Africa
to send our eldest son first off to Alert training and
then to Moody Bible Institute in the United States.
We were also scheduled to take a much-needed
six-month sabbatical.
Two days after our son flew to America, Alfred
could suddenly not swallow properly. Before this,

looking back, he would drop car keys randomly
and had a few muscle twitches in his neck. He
immediately went to our GP who gave him one
look and sent him to a neurologist. I will spare
you all the tests and worry we had as we tried to
find out what was going on. We never did get to
that sabbatical.
Three months later he was diagnosed with one
of the cruellest diseases—Motor Neurone Disease
(MND), also known as amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS).
As we were driving to see the doctor that day

Submitted photo
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(still thinking it was a much lesser diagnosis),
Alfred shared with me that in the night God gave
Him Psalm 18 in a dream. He took out his phone
and read it to me:
“I love you, Lord, my strength.
The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my
deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take
refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold,” he began.
“I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise,
and I have been saved from my enemies. The
cords of death entangled me; the torrents of
destruction overwhelmed me. The cords of the
grave coiled around me; the snares of death
confronted me. In my distress I called to the Lord;
I cried to my God for help.
“From his temple he heard my voice; ... He
reached down from on high and took hold of me;
He drew me out of deep waters. He rescued me
from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who
were too strong for me...”
As he read, I thought, “How can you feel dread
and comfort all at the same time?”
That was how our MND journey started—with
God saying “Choose Me. Choose Me to be your
rock, your fortress. Your deliverer. Your refuge.”
Slowly over two years and six months, Alfred’s
muscles stopped working. He could not speak
or swallow or walk, but he still chose to honour
God by choosing Him above worry, above anger,

and above despair. He wrote numerous emails
and messages encouraging others. He wrote two
sermons typing with his eyes and “read” it out to
the church.
He could do nothing to help himself, but he
still chose to be a light to others. Always with that
amazing smile.
The church in Mozambique has grown in leaps
and bounds. The men he discipled are taking
his lessons out to the next village. God’s work
continues! A church was established, praise God,
and growing without dependence on outsiders.
The hope of missionaries.
We have always tried to teach our boys not to
give up but to keep on and finish strong. Alfred
not only taught this but lived it, too. He did indeed
finish strong, holding on to his beloved God until
his last breath, set free of this earthly body and
carried into the very presence of our loving Father.
Alfred and Belinda were last featured in
SIMnow in Spring 2017, when Belinda shared
about a Yao man’s profound changes after
accepting Christ and when she and Alfred
had just learned of his MND. It is an encouraging testimony of the effect that faithfully
obeying God’s call to mission has on people
whom He loves. Read “The Truth
Will Set You Free” on pages 12-13 at
http://bit.ly/SIMnow_Spring2017.
Issue 151 • Summer 2019
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Book Review

Food from Afar

Lion’s Head

LEMON Leadership

By John Berry, SIM South Africa Stewardship Officer

In LEMON Leadership, Brett Johnson (a
Chartered Accountant and pastor with over 30 years
of experience) takes a fresh look at leadership in
response to a lack of consensus within teams.
He presents five different types of
leaders: Luminaries, Entrepreneurs,
Managers, Organizers, and Networkers
(LEMON). Each type sees the world
through different lenses—Luminaries
through ideas, Entrepreneurs through
opportunities, Managers through
systems, Organizers through tasks, and
Networkers through people to connect.
Johnson argues that enabling an
organisation to function optimally
requires identifying the types of leaders
it has and how to apply the special characteristics
of each within the organisation.
Dr Siegfried Ngubane, SIM Regional Director of
Southern Africa, has used the book and encourages
members of his leadership teams to study it and

apply its principles in their leadership.
I was given this book to read as part of a course
on re-purposing businesses. Knowing my own
LEMON profile was very helpful to me and allowed
me to understand how I related to others
in my team.
My top LEMON characteristic
was Organizer. One characteristic of
Organizers is that they are not organized
in the traditional sense of the word but
they like to get the job done quickly,
acting by instinct and creating on the
spot solutions.
It was also useful to know the profiles
of others so that I could learn to relate to
them according to their LEMON profiles.
I would highly recommend this book if you
would like to understand the make-up of your team
and how to harness their individual characteristics to enable them to work together effectively as
a team.

Devotional

The one thing that changed everything
By Marcus Baeder, SIM South Africa Missionary

Read 1 Corinthians 15
We would be the greatest fools in history if
Christ did not die and come back to life.
We would be the greatest fools in history if those
who saw Christ resurrected all simply conspired
to make up a lie about seeing Jesus alive after He
had been crucified. But praise be to our Lord, He
did indeed die and rise again, and His resurrection
makes possible our own.
Paul is very clear as he writes to the church in
Corinth (1 Cor 1:18-20): it is God’s wisdom, His
provision through His Son’s death and resurrection,
that trumps the foolishness of the world.
Our human death, if we do not have Christ, is
nothing but pain and separation: eternal separation from our loved ones, and—more devastating—separation from Our Father. “If only for this
life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people
most to be pitied” (v.19). How does the reality of
the resurrection impact how we think, speak and
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live? Paul reminds the church at Corinth and also
us: “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand
firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that
your labour in the Lord is not in vain.” (v.58).
Are you standing firm? Are you giving all you
have as you labour in His Kingdom? Are you sure
of the resurrection?
The resurrection changed the course of history
and of us all; our trajectory, as followers of Christ,
is only forward. Our hope in Christ is not only for
this current life but for our resurrected eternal
life, which He made possible by His death and
resurrection.
We may join all who believe and sing with much
joy, “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting?”
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin
is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (v.55-57).

By Jen Baeder, SIM South Africa Missionary

“If you can cook our food,
you are one of us.”
— Senegalese proverb

Photo by Jean Lee (Jen’s mom)

The sight of large, golden-crusted meatballs
nestled among billowing manes of Chinese
cabbage and translucent “glass noodles”... the feel
of tender cabbage melting in my mouth alongside
those silky, juicy noodles... the smell and taste of
rich, porky goodness… soul food in a bowl.
Of all the scrumptious Chinese dishes my
mother cooks, this one is still my favourite. It has
a name worthy of its epic flavours and textures:
Lion’s Head (for the flowing manes of cabbage
around the meatball heads). How appropriate
that the first time I’m writing about it is during a
season when I call Cape Town home. Yet my heart
lies with the dish rather than the South African
natural landmark that boasts the same name.
One of millions of ABC’s (American Born
Chinese), I grew up straddling two worlds, which
could very tangibly be felt in the culinary realm.
We mostly ate with chopsticks, though we kids
sometimes “lazily” used forks. To this day, my
parents still don’t own table knives! Most nights
the rice cooker was steaming away while my mom
would whip up two to four Chinese dishes, often
including tofu and some variety of leafy greens
(there are so many that most don’t even have
English names) sautéed with minced garlic. When
it came to packing lunch for school, however, my
mom assimilated to late-1980s/early-mid ‘90s

American norms, which meant I ate peanut-butter-and-jelly (jam), bologna or tuna sandwiches,
like my white classmates. Fascinating how my
fellow ABC’s and I could daily bounce back and
forth between these two culinary realities without
it feeling jarring.
Given the significance of shared meals and
hospitality culture to Asians (Chinese, Korean,
Japanese, etc.) and the fact that the United States
is a melting pot of cuisines, it’s no wonder almost
every Asian-American I know is an unwitting
foodie. I’ve always enjoyed tasting flavours from
around the world, and also exposing non-Asians
to some of our traditional dishes.
I’ve grown especially passionate about this here
in Cape Town, where there’s so little authentic
Chinese cuisine, at least not accessible to most;
alas. Along with my husband, Marcus (who cooks
Chinese food better than I can—and he’s Swiss!), I
invite you to our home to taste the much-beloved
Lion’s Head.
I would love to share the recipe—but there’s
no such thing in my family; it’s all just eye-balling this and that. If you’re feeling brave enough
to try making the dish, though, I recommend
the recipe at JeanettesHealthyLiving.com/
lions-head-casserole. Mom and I have a few
notes and tips to add:
• Napa cabbage is also called Chinese cabbage
• use pork mince with at least 30% fat
• garlic and scallions (spring onions) are
optional, but the ginger is essential
• adding water to the meatball mixture keeps
them tender and moist inside
• After browning the meatballs, layer them
on top of the partially cooked cabbage,
then cover them with some raw cabbage
leaves. A clay pot is ideal (but not
necessary), as the dish requires
low heat for a long time
Issue 151 • Summer 2019
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Why Missions?

It is the love of Christ that compels us
By Siegfried Ngubane, SIM Regional Director of Southern Africa

More than a hundred years ago, a Scot named
Robert Moffat was driven by the passion and love
of Christ to leave his home and come to South
Africa to serve as a missionary.
What motivated Robert to remain in the area
known today as Northern Cape, to stay on the
mission field with its harsh realities? It was the
love of Christ that compelled him.
He was quoted as saying: “I have seen, at
different times, the smoke of a thousand villages–
villages whose people are without Christ, without
God, and without hope in the world”. People who
are living and dying without knowledge of Christ
are lost and have no hope in the world.
It is this same vision that drives SIM after more
than 125 years of existence to obediently heed the
call of Christ and take His Gospel to communities
where He is least known. SIM’s vision statement is
to “see a witness to Christ’s love where He is least
known, disciples of Jesus expressing God’s love in
their communities, and Christ-centred churches
among all peoples.”
There is a vital need for believers to become
involved in missions, and this involvement must
come from a heart of concern, compassion, and
love for the lost. The goal of mission work is to
win new converts, establish these young disciples
in the faith, and incorporate them into a healthy
local church.
Our response to God’s call for missions is
because “convinced that no one should live and
die without hearing God’s good news, we believe

“I have seen, at different
times, the smoke of a
thousand villages–
villages whose people
are without Christ,
without God, and
without hope in the world”
— Robert Moffat
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that He has called us to make disciples of the Lord
Jesus Christ in communities where He is least
known” (SIM purpose statement).
Like Paul, who wanted all to hear of Our Lord
Jesus Christ and was therefore eager to go where
Christ had not been named (Romans 15:17-23),
our goal should be that of reaching as many people
as possible with the gospel. Paul made no distinction between men and women, slave and free, rich
and poor, educated and uneducated, majority or
minority.
Another example and lesson of obedience and
serving the Lord is that of King David. In the book
of Acts, it is said of him: “he served the purpose
of God in his generation” (Acts 13:36). David, who
was chosen and groomed as a young man to be
a great king for God’s glory, awaited the Lord’s
timing and would not raise his hand against King
Saul. Despite his sins, David was referred to as a
man after God’s own heart. David was called and
ordained to serve God in his generation.
Jesus commanded His followers in the Great
Commission (Matthew 28:16-20) to make disciples
from every nation. The task and challenge of
making disciples of all nations still lies before
us. However, if the church is ever going to fulfil
the Great Commission, men and women who are
called should be recruited, equipped, trained and
placed where God is calling them.
SIM’s motto is “By prayer”; when a need is
known, we need to pray and ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out labourers into the harvest. We
ask other believers to pray alongside us.
In today’s world, reaching the least-reached
people takes risk, creativity, and patience. But
Jesus is with us all the time. In the hymn “O
Church Arise”, we are reminded that those who
have gone before us “as saints of old still line the
way / retelling triumphs of His grace / we hear
their calls and hunger for the day / when, with
Christ, we stand in glory”.
Like Robert Moffat and King David, let us be so
filled with God’s passion for others, so compelled
by the Holy Spirit, that we each seek and obey His
leading for the role He has for us in His work of
redeeming the world and every tribe, tongue and
nation within it.

Stewardship

For God so loved the world...

By John Berry, SIM South Africa Stewardship Officer

Christmas is a time of celebration and giving
in many countries of the world.
Whether they live in South Africa, Ethiopia,
Paraguay or East Asia (or, in fact, almost any
country of the world), people love to celebrate
Christmas with delicious dishes of food, gifts to
each other and time with those they love.
However, much of the world is still missing the
true message of the Gospel: that God loves us so
much that He gave His only begotten Son to live
among us and die on a cross to bring salvation
and forgiveness of sins to those who would believe
in Him.
At Christmas time, many of our missionaries
use the opportunity to share the message of the
Gospel amongst the people where they are serving.
We are grateful for these dedicated servants of
God who make sacrifices to share the Good News
with people who would otherwise never hear it.
Our SIM purpose statement reads “Convinced
that no one should live and die without hearing
God’s good news, we believe that He has called
us to make disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in
communities where He is least known”.
As you celebrate this Christmas, please
remember those who have not heard and therefore
cannot celebrate as you can. Please also remember
those missionaries who are faithfully serving to

“For God so loved the world
that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life”
— John 3:16 (NIV)
bring the Gospel to people who would never hear
it otherwise.
Your gift of R100, R200, R500 or R1,000 or an
ongoing monthly SIM debit order can help spread
the message of God’s love to a needy world. With
your support, we can reach more people for
Christ and see more lives transformed by the
power of God.
If you would like to donate to SIM’s
Christmas appeal, please complete the loose
page inserted in this magazine and post it, fax
it or email it to us with details of your donation.
Alternatively, you may use the online form at
SIM.org.za/donate.
Thank you for your partnership with us in the
spread of the Gospel. May you and your family
have a blessed Christmas and a joyful New Year.

Opportunities
SIM always has thousands of opportunities around the world for people to use
whatever talents God has given them in service to our Lord.
Here are some urgent ones to consider:
• Communications/Media Management Missionary—Use your talent, training,
experience and vision to promote missions and proclaim the work God is doing
through the ministries and people of SIM South Africa across print, digital, and
social media publications to glorify God and attract more partners and workers.
• Donor Care & Development Missionary—Develop and implement sponsorship
and mobilisation initiatives for SIM South Africa, manage a team of nationwide
volunteers, and help our partners know how much we appreciate them and the
critical role they play in the Great Commission.
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Is God calling you into His service?
Do you wonder how you might contribute to His work of redeeming the world?
He has a place for you to use the gifts and talents He has given you; perhaps it is with us.
We have many opportunities to serve the Lord in global missions in South Africa and
around the world. Call +27 (0) 21-715-3200 or email za.sendingenquiries@sim.org to begin a
conversation with us.
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